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given to them or indicated by the label or
otherwise. We should not expect to re-
eive cotton goods when we ask for wool,
as tile Minister indicated, nor do we desire
any- substitute for an article we may require
and may be prepared to pay for. It is
unfortunate that it should be necessary to
bring legislation of this description before
Parliament. On the other hand, it is equally
unfortunate that there should be those who
are prepared to misrepresent their wares
to the general public and palin off on buy-
ers g oods that (10 not contain the constit-
uents allegedly embodied in them. MuIch
as we regret the circunmstanees, we know
that unfortunately these thinIgs are happen-
ing- every (lay. With reg-ard to the false
advertisements, which are referred to in
the second part of the Bill, there is no
question that something to limit the activi-
ties of the persons concerned must be done
if we are to give protection to those who
have no business experience and are not
well acquainted with the conditions in the
commercial world, particularly in some dir-
ections in which it is essential that they
shall be saved from unnecessary losses
when they themselves are perfectly bona-
fide, and "go-getters,'' as the Mfinister men-
tioned, are out for the purpose of taking
them down for any' spare cash they may
hanve. Subject to the amendments I have
mentioned, I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 8.3 p.m.,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pul., and read prayers.

DEMISE OF KING GEORGE V.;
ACCESSION OF KING EDWARD VIII.

3 lessage front His Excellency,

The PRESIDENT: I have received the
following letter from His Excellency the
Lieut-Oovernor:

Government House, Perth,
15th September, 1936.

Dear 'Mr. Presidet,-I have to inform you
that the addresses passed by' both Houses of
the Pa rliament of Western Australia on the
first day of the present session have been for-
warded to the Right 110". the Secretary of State
for Dominion Affairs for presenstation to His
Maqjesty the King. (Signed) lamnes Mlitchell,
Livut.-G;ovcrnor.

QUESTION-MUNDARING WATER.

Su1pplies alud Revenue4.

lion. 11. SEDDON ask-ed the Chief See-
deay 1,W -t as the quantity of water
drawn from -Mundaring Weir dluring each
of the last two years? 2, What quantity
was supplied to (a) the Goldfields; (b)
Goldields 'Mining Trust; (e) country towns;
(d) farming areas, during each of thie same
periods? 3, What quantity of water was
unaccounted for? 4, Will tie Minister sup-
pily a tabulated statement showing- the parti-
culars of water supplied to, and revenue re-
ceived from, various districts similar to that
included in the annual reports of 19-24, etc.,
for- the two years referred to?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
1934-35, 1,767,000,000 gallons; 1935-36,
1,940,000,000 gallons. 2, (a) 1934-35,
811,000,000 gallons; 1935.36, 1,018,000,000
gaillons. (b) 1934-35, 321,00,000 gallons;
1935-36, 453,000,000 gallons. (c) and (d)
10)34-35, 711,000,000 gallons; 1935-36,
715,000,000 gallons. 3, Nil. 4, Yes; the
necessary information is now being collated.
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BILL-ABORIGINES' ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Chief Secretary
read a first time.

and

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Nlinth Day.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
4.87]: I propose pursuing the same course

as other members have followed when ad-
dressing themnselves to this motion, by offer-
ing my congratulations to the new occupant
of the high office of Chief Secretary (Hon.
W. H. Kitson), and by expressing the hope
that he will be equally successful in that
office as was his predecessor, Hon. J. 11.
Drew. Likewise to I-on, E. H. Gray, who has
now been promoted to the position of Hon-
orary Minister, I extend my best wishes.
This, however, involves reference to the re-
tirement of My. Drew from the office lie
has occupied with such great distinction for
so many years. We feel that it is almost
strange to find him in a private member's
seat, but we know that he hap, earned the
rest which he is now seeking after his long
year of faithful service to the State. I
know his energies will not he lessened lby
his retirement from the office of Chief Sec-
retary, because he will always have before
him the necessity for remembering his dut -y
to the State and to his constituents. The,,
whilst one realises that there has been a
change in the personnel of the Government
by the retirement of Mr. Drew, one feels
that it is only fitting that somne reference
should be made to another very grave change
which hats been effected by the retirement of
the ex-Premier (Hon. P. Collier). He is a
man who has played a very important and
distinguished part in the political life of the
State, and he has discharged his onerous
duties in a manner which has won for him
unstinted praise, not only from his oppon-
ents, but also from men who have met him
in conferences and similar gathering-s in
other States One and all regret that his
health has rendered it impossible for him to
continue in the office he has for so long
filled at various times, and I ean only ex-
press the hope, in which I am sure every
member here joins, that be will return from
his present trip benefited in health, and,
perhaps, also restored to the rigour and
strength that would enable him once more

to take an active part in the political sphere.
Another matter, and one which is always dis-
charged here at such a time, is to
welcome the new members who have
arrived amongst us, and express our
good wishes to them. But whilst we extend
good wishes to those new members, I trust
they wvill not misinterpret what otlher memn-
bers have said already, or what I may say,
in regard to those menebers who preceded
them. One finds that in the course of our
association together we form friendships,
and Wve do sincerely regret it when a memnler
falls by the way. That, however, is no re-
flection at all on the new members, because
we all realise that we are servants of the
people and must accept the decision of
the electors when they choose one rather
than another. Because of that, 1 hope that
the new members who have succeeded those
"'ho have gone wvill recognise that they i,
time, probably, will gain the somec respect
from their fellow members here, and as their
turn comes, as it comes to all of us, then pro-
bably we or others may be expressing regret
in marking their passing. I trust that the
new members who have come amlongst us will
have every success in their career, and will
grive that measure of satisfaction which those
who preceded them endeavoured to give, not
only to this House hut to their constituents.
It is not unusual on occasions such as the
present to refer to losses which have tbeen
sustained by reason of the death of former
members. I would therefore join with Mr.
Baxter in the tributes lie paid to the memory
of the late Sir Edward Wittenoom, the
late Sir Charles Nathan, the late
Mr. William Patrick, the late Mr.
Joseph Duffel!, and the late Senator Carroll,
who were all former niembers of this Chain-
her. Each of those deceased gentlemen con-
tributed their share of service to the public
life of this State, and sought to promote its
advancement. The services of the late Sir
Edward Wittenoom are probably without
parallel. It is well that they should be
fittingly recorded. He was a member of the
first Parliament under responsible Govern-
itient. He become a 'Minister in the Fonrest
Government in 1894, and was appointed
Agent-General in 1898, holding that office
until 1901. After his return fromi England
hie became a member of the Legislative Coun-
cil, and with a short interval continued as a
member until 1934, when, owing to the state
of his health, he did not seek re-election.
During that long period of membership of
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this House he filled the Presidential Chair
from 1922 to 1926. In addition to a very
active Parliamentary- life, the late Sir
l-:,dQard, in conjunction with his brother in
the early years, faced many difficulties and
hardshbips, and helped materially to settle
portions of our then empty spaces, and to
develop the resources and extend the conm-
inuece of this State. He as well as the other
ijiembers; to whom I have referred had the
best welfare of the State at heart. To each
of them we remain indebted for their good
services. The address which has been pre-
sented by His Excellency follows p~recedenlt
by reviewing some events which have
eurred, and also the work done in different

spheres by the Government and the people
during the past year. Our House, by
ilnanlimous resolution, expressed its sincere
sorrow at the death of His late Majesty,
K~ing George V. and our loyalty to His
Majesty, King Edward VUII King Ed-
ward has entered upon his responsible
ditties at a Period of great critical
unrest in world affairs. The unsettled
conditions prevailing in Europe, and above
.all the tragedy that is being enacted in
Sollin, prompt one to refer to the subject,
and to wonder why such a state of unrest
and tragic happenings are present in sonic
countries in Europe, whilst we who live
within the British Empire enjoy a degree of
comparative traniity. I will not attempt
to solve the problem. It may be that thisl
unrest is due to the different forms of gov-
ernment which exist elsewhere, and the fact
that the people generally do not enjoy the
saime privileges and freedom that we possess.
Despite this, we constantly find lpeople try-
in.g to undermnine the system, or urging
others to adopt some other system of gov-
ermnent. I believe in adhering to what we
have got when apparently that is good. I
was attracted recently by certain views on
this subject expressed by that bril-
liant statesman, General Smunts. He is a
mail who is well known throathout thle
world, and is closely versed in world affairs.
When asked a question ais to the state of
Europe, some time ago, he replied-

If you ask me what is wrong with Europe,
I should say the moral basis in Europe, the
bedrock of the Christian moral code, has be-
come undermined, and can no longer support
all that superstructure of economic and indus-
trial prosperity which the last century has
built up on it, and tile vast whole is mow sag-
ging.

There is much food for reflection in that
statement. The question, therefore, arises,
if we wish, as I am sure most of us do, to re-
tamn our present freedom, then we must be
prepared to defentd it. Those who urge a
change in, our form of government are doing
something that might destroy that very
freedom. The matter of defence, I admit,
is onle that comes within the Federal sphere,
but I share the views of other speakers on
thle subject, and I refer to it in order to
urge the State Government to use their
utmost influence with the Federal authori-
ties by co-operating, with them in taking the
fullest measures for our defence, and en-
couraging every capable person to he trained
in the use of arms. Colonel E. F. Harrison,
MEW.R, when passing through Fremantle
recently on his return from England,
stressed the seriousness of the position, and
said-

It is not enough to rush to the colours when
Australia is attacked.
In other words, he said, "Be prepared." By
urging naval or military training, one does
not advocate war. No one wants war.
There is a great difference between urging a
country to wage war against another, and
urging the people to become trained to re-
silt aggression. In view of the naval and
military strength of other countries it is our
obvious duty to be prepared, and thus help
towards maintaining our freedom. The
question of defence involves a reference to
migration. This question has become more
prominent by reason of the speech of Mr.
Menzies, the Federal Attorney General, at a
meeting of members of the Victorian Cham-
ber of Manufactures in Melbourne, and also
thle later speech of His Excellency, the
Governor-General. I expressed my views
upon this subj ect last session, and see no
reason to alter thema. Every person who
reflects will endorse fully the views ex-
pressed by the Governor-General and Mr.
Menzies. Particularly must we be awvak-
eined to the fact that if we desire Australia
to occupy a place amongst the nations ot
the world, we must have population. Would
America have attained its present status if
shte had not encouraged migration in the
earlier years? That migration is needed is
also shown by statistics which prove that
our birth rate is seriously declining. I have
here some figures taken from the last Year
Book. In 1901, the birth rate was 27.16 per
thousand; in 1911, it was 27.20: it then de-
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clined in 1021 to 24.95; in 1931 it was 18.16,
and in 1934 it was 16.39. This means a fall
of approxilmately 11 per cent, between 1911
and 1934, a very serious matter. A note
is appended in the Year Book to the effect
that the rate for 1934 represents, only 60 13cr
cent, of that for 1901, and is the lowest Yet
recorded. Due no doubt to thle advance-
menit of medical science, as well as to the
fact that people have been' taught to be
more hygienic in their habits, we find that
life is being- prolonged. No one objects to
that. Some people, unfortunately, have
thought this prolongation of life balances; in
some degree the lower birthrate. This is
quite a mistaken view. Mr. Wilson, the
deputy Statistician for this State, in a re-
cent address said we must remember that a
life prolonged was of much less
value from the point of view of
future population than a life created.
The death rate of 1901 was 12.22
per thousand; in 1931 it Sell to 8.67; and
in 1934 it was 9.32. Another interesting
point in relation to this subject was a state-
ment made in July last in the Home Parlia-
mernt by Sir Godfrey Collins, Secretary of
State for Scotland. Hie said that since 1870
the expectancy of life had risen from 41 to
57, the death rate had fallen by half in 60
years, and the infantile mortality had lbeen
reduced since 1900 by one-third. The death
rate from tuberculosis was now less than a
quarter of what it was in 1870. We have
been assisted in past years in adding to our
population 'by means of migration. Be-
tween 1921 and 1929 the miigrants from
Great Britain added more than 250,000 to
our numbers. But for the five years follow-
ing 1929 we lost in the vicinity of 20,000
persons. Thus last year a slightl improve-
menit has been shown in thle form of a gain
of 1,251 persons in place of a loss, but this,
with our continued low birth rate, is in-
finitesinial and fails to make up the leeway.
Increased population, I contend, would help)
in making Australia safer for us all. It
would also help to provide a big-ger local
market for our goods than is possible at the
present time. We have only to look at the
factories which have been estalblished here
to notice that they soon overtake the avail-
able population, and when our home market
is closed, then we have to look for external
markets, which in these days are difficult to
find. That we have to realise the necessity
for finding- markets for our primary pro-

ducts and that the greater the population
the greater the home market, was stressed
by Mr. Mlenzies in his address. Likewise,
increased] population has this important
bearing, as was pointed out by Mr. Moore
wrhen he addressed the I-aose: it will help)
to lower the per- capita indebtedness which
alrealdy has reached the enormous sum of
£200. So that the greater the population the
better it is in every possible way for us. I
had the opportunity re,,eiitly of travelling, by
,air over the northern portin ofAstai
and, like others who have visited those parts,
I was deeply impressed by what I saw, apart
from the mreagre population. Travelling
from Brisbane, I saw in Queensland certain
areas comparatively recently affected by
serious drought, made bountiful by beneficial
rains. This pleasing picture stood out in
marked contrast to the conditions which
I saw later wvhen travelling over certain
parts of the Northern Territor 'y and por-
tions of our own State which are very badly
affected by the present drought. Re-
ference has already been made by
various speakers to the serious
condition created by the drought
for stock owvners in the North-West
and agriculturists throughout many portions
of our agricultural areas. I was deeply im-
pressed by the difference in the conditions
inl those portions of Queensland to which
I referred and those obtaining in certain
parts of the north of our State as. well as
in certain portions of the Northern Terri-
tory, and I thought what a blessing it would
be if our scientists could do something to
regulate the rainfall over this wide continent
so that all might participate in its benefits.
It also caused me to reflect as to whether
it was not anr example of soin balancing
law in nature. Be that as it may, there is
no doubt that such anr experience forces one
to realise thme difficulty which faces us in
regard to the settlement of the North and
to realise also the courage and resourceful-
ness required of the people settled there.
In view of the great work they are doing
they merit the fullest sympathy and help)
of any Government. It is a country which
brings out some of the finest qualities in
mankind. Some people have been pronmpted
to make suggestions that portions of the
empty or unoccupied lands of the world]
should be ceded or yielded up for the pur-
pose of solving the difficulties obtaining in
some countries occasioned by surplus popu-
lation. But those wvho make such sugges-
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tions perhaps have failed to realise what
experienced men in our North know to be
the economic difficulties; of opening uip and
developing by closer settlement such areas
as we find there and they may probably
have vecry little conception of the large
amount of capital expended not only by the
Governments concerned, but also by pri-
vate individuals in achieving what has, under
great difficulties, been accomplished up to
date. Generally speaking, I think the North
should be aided and encouraged iri pastoral
as well as in mining development and even
then people have to realise what the diffi-
culties arc during periods of drought. The
form which the proposed scheme of iigra-
tion will take has not been defined hut will
doubtless be made known later. We have
been aided by reference to the matter in
the Press some time ago when it was men,-
tioned that firns in Great Britain might be
prepared to establish factories in Australia
and thus provide immediate employment for
those who migrate. This might be one satis-
factory way of starting a scheme of nigi-n-
tion, that is so far as secondary industries
are concerned, and it will enable us also to
absorb a greater number of mnigr-ants, with-
out displacing men already in emplo '-inent.
We all realise that any scheme of land settle-
int would require to be undertaken with
car-e and, I should say, onl the advice of a
board of men of proved capacity who have
had experience in different paits of Ans-
tralia. Doubtless the experience of such a
hoard would establish the desirability oft
creating a scheme within some of the mere
temlperate zones, leaving the younger gen-
eration, after they have become inured to
the conditions, to go further a field and
gain experience, and then if they so desired.
settle in the North. The disadfvantage and
difficulties of life in the North, I venture
to suggest, would be mninimised to sonic ex-
tent by a mnore regular steamer service.

Ilon. 0. AV. Miles: Hear, hiear!
Honl. J. NICHOLASON: Also cheaper ce't

of transport for people and goods. But to
my mind, the people who are there deserve
to be helped, and if ever we are going to
populate our northern areas theni we must
do more than we have done up to the pie-
sent. The flying doctor scheme, which has
been referred to by Mr. Holmes, is, as we
all know, a conception of the Rev. John
Flynn of the A.IM., and he has with him
fin~e men of the type of Dr. All1an Vickeis
and others. Dr. Viekers at the present time

is at Port Hedland. This, I venture to say
is one of the finest services which couldl
have been devised, and combined with the
transceivers for which 'Mr. Traeg-ar is re-
sponsible, has already done a gr-eat dciii to
remove from the minds of the people in those
way-back parts the dread of the consequences
in the event of accident or illness. The parent
station for this State is at Port led-
land, and it is now, I think, in touch with
eiteen centres where pedal sets have been
established at varying distances, one of the
greatest distances being about 540 miles in a
north-easterly direction, Another is about 400
miles to the south of Port Hedland, and.
others are operating at distances from 100
and 200 to 300 'miles east and south-cnst.
The operator who assists Dr. VTickers is Mr.
Hull and the pilot is Mfr. Mix Campbell of
the 'MacRobes-tson-Miller Aviation Company.
These officers work with the greatest zeal, and
in travelling, one learns the extent to which
the services are appreciated, and the high)
opinion in which Dr. Vickers and his officers
are held. Besides doing medical work flr
Vickers has magisterial and other govern-
mental duties to performn, and with the in-
creasing growth of the w;ork ovw
realises the need, and I stress this, of
giving them assistance, and] also providing
better hospital also housing alld office
accommodation. If the Minister desires
any particulars in this respect .I can easily
furnish them; hut I can tell him that both
the hospital, housing and offl'e accommo-
dation, are altogether inadequate for the
service there, even as it is to-day, and its
development is so rapid that something will
require to be done very soon. In addition
to the medical and other duties wrhich may
arise at any hour of the day or night, it
is necessary' for those in charge to keep
in touch with the various stationis to receive
and despatch messag-es by wire to persons
in outback plaees. Those messages are
increasing each month, and this involves a
great amount of detail work, including the
keeping of accounts and accurate records.
Work for these officers, T mi told, starts
at about 7 anm., that is, if they have not
becen up' all night, and they might finish
late at night with occasional emergency
calls at a very late hour. Another point I
wish to stress is the very mrat strain to
which these officers are subjected, because
if one muan breaks dowvn, then the whole
service must be impaired.
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Ron. G. IV. Miles: The Government are
sympathetic.

H7on. J. NICHOLSON: I know they are
sympathetic, and that fact has been ex-
pressed to me. In the Speech, the Lieut.-
Governor pointed out that the scheme in
this State is subsidised to the extent of
£6500 and, as; has been mentioned, the Gov-
ermnent have, through their Ministers,
shown the keenest interest and practical
sympathy in the work. Still, in a work
like this, which means so much to people
situated, as many of them, are, at remoite
distances from centres where medical aid
can he found, I express tire hope that thre
Government will reconsider the amount of
the subsidy and increase it. Such an in-
crease would he greatly appreciated. Iii
addition to the scheme at Port Hedland,
there is also the scheme at Wyndham,
which has just come into being. That has
been made possible by the generosity of
the Victorian Aerial Medical Service, com-
bined with contributions from thle Gov-
ernment and fromt certain private people.
I believe that sums were collected fromt
squatters in the North a good many years
ago, and those sums have helped to make
the scheme possible.

Ron. G. W. Miles: May I congratulate
you on your reference to the flying doctor
scheme?7

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am grateful to
the hon. member. I can only say that I was
greatly impressed with all that I saw unit
heard, not only at Clonecurry, in Queensland,
where the scheme was started, but also at
each centre I visited. It was delightful to
hear the praise of and high7 regard
for the men engaged in the service
expressed by the people scattered
throughout the country. I spent a night at
one of the stations in the Northern Terri-
tory and it was quite interesting to hear
what the men had to say of the services;
rendered by those connected with the fiying,
doctor scheme. It was that which has ini-
polled me to take adv'antage of this oppor-
tunity to express the views I have voiced.
I now propose to say a few words regarding
the surplus referred to in the Lieut.-Gover-
nor's speech. I admit that a certain amount
of modesty has been displayed in the refer-
ene to the surplus. There was nothing-
bombastic in the way the surplus was an-
nounced. It was an amount of £88,878. I
was pleased to note that the announcement

of thle surplus was followed by a statement
that there would lie no relaxation in econo-
mical Government expenditure. I am hop-
in that that will be homne in mind. One
thing which I did anticipate seeing in the
Speech was an expression of regret on the
part of the Government that the surplus had
not been greater.

H-on. G. Fraser: You should be thankful
for small mercies.

lion. J. NICHOLSON : I thought that
thev Governmient might have expressed re-
gret that the surplus, for various reasons,
haul not been greater. That it should have
beeni greater was evident from the speech
deliveredl by Mr. Seddon on the Supply
Bill. H~e directed attention, as other memn-
hers have since done, to the huge increase of
r-evenue derived fromt emergency taxation.
Ile pointed out that in 1932-33, when the
preious Government were in office, the
amount received was only £202,886. This
amount was more than doubled in the fol-
lowing year: in the third year it was more
thin trebled, and last year, which was the
foarth year of the life of that tax, it was

mnore than q1uadrupled, reaching the colos-
sal1 suill of £827,110. as against an estimate
of £685,000. Through that one item alone,
there Avas reason to expect a larger surplus,
despite all th~e estimates previously made.
There are, however, other directions in which
the CGovernmnent benefited, and which should
have helped to create a larger surplus. Those
v-crc, firstly, relief from unemployment ex-
penditure previously prevailing, arising
from the introdnction of capital and revivall
of business, and, secondl 'y, in regard to con-
version of loans at lower rates of interest.
Tit this connection. let me iremind members
that we wvere told last Year b)y thme ox-Pre-
mier that the State had benefited from over-
seas conver-sions iti resect of loans totalling
f£14.601.518. The interest and exchange
sari-il onl that sumn was £210,331. Since
thle", further sums have been converted and
farther beniefits will accrue. Those further
eronversions may not have conic into account
last Year, but wvill come into account during
the cur-rent finiancial year. The Government
wvill appreciate, as most of us (10, the great
services rendered 1) v Mr. Stanley Bnuce in
the loan conversions, and the further great
services rendered by him on behialf of the
Empire. He has merited to the full the
appreciation recently expressed in the Im-
perial Parliament. The Budget for the cur-
rent year has now been presented in
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another place. showing an anticipated small
surplus at the end of the financial year. I
assume that the Government inade their
Estimates on the basis of receiving a re-
newal of the disabilities g-rant, of £800,000
from the CommonG1wealth. If so, it is a pity
that they did not previously ascertain the
exact amnount to be granted, because a dif-
ferent Position would doubtless 'have been
shown.

Hon. 0. W. Miles: They could not get the
information before.

Eon. 3, NICHOLSON: In any event, the
Present position of affairs shows the definite
need for any Government to prepare a
proper plan of their position, as was sug-
gested by M1r. Seddon, a plan measuring
wisely not only the anticipated receipts but,
with equal wisdom, the probnble expendi-
ture, and using the available money to the
best advantage. As I have said, the Speech
announced that although there had been a
surplus last year, there should be no rel axa-
tion in economical Government expenditure.
Despite this, however, I, with many other
members,, was more than surprised that the
Government had decided to invest the sumn
of £E80,000 odd in the purchase of
trolley buses to replace the Claremont
tramns. This tramway was recon-
structed or relaid only a' few months ago
at no light cost, and the policy of expending
that sumn on trolley buses is not in accord
with the Policy of economy announced in the
Speech. Nor Is such a proposal Wise in the
light of present conditions, and I shnre the
views of other members in opposing it. In
my opinion it is not a justifiable expenditure
at present, especially in view of the condi-
tions prevailing in many parts of the pas-
toral and agricultural areas, and above all
when we have existing in the State a more
than serious position created by the pre-
sencee of the dread disease, leprosy, Is not
the eradication of that disease far more vital
to us than the establishment of a trolley
bus service? The strongest action should be
taken to stamp out the disease. Otherwise,
with, the regular transport and intercourse
that exists, the disease is hound to spread,
and may even reach us in these southern
latitudes.

[The Deputy President took the Choir.]

The Chief Secretary: Can you suggest
iinytliing that should he done and is not
being done?

Hion. J. 'NICHOLSON: I suggest that the
most drastic stewx be taken to eradieate
the disease. I believe that -Mr. Holmes has
p.resented a report on his exnination of
c onditions in the North. Closer co-operation
with the responsible persons in the North
would possibly aid the Government in achiev-
ing mnore success withi regard to the disease.
1 wish to direct the Chief Secretary's atten-
tion to something that was said'by the Secre-
tary of State for Scotland, whom I quoted
earlier. 'When presenting the. Estimates for
the Department of Health in the Imperial
Parliament he is reported to have stated-

The extent and variety of the Estimates
showed that the health of the people in recent
.years was commanding more and more interest
in Parliament and in tme country. Acts, orders,
and regulations meant nothing if they did not
.mean individuals being improved in health and
saved from crippling disease and untimely
death. There had grown up a wider coneep-
tion of what health wns, and what should he
done to provide and safeguard it. Health
policy concerned not merely treatment and
cure of disease with doctors and nurses in the
home, the hospitals, convalescent homes, and
other such institutions. Government policy
went beyond this. It provided for protection
against disease. The builder rather than the
repairer was non' in demand. This was a
change from a negative to a positfive outlook.

Those words are very true, and well worth
weighing most seriously. I can assure the
Chief Sectretary that th danger to which I
have alluded as confronting us is a real
dang-er to our State. We do not know how
far-reaching it may becomne un-less the stern-
est measures are taken to eradicate it. It
can be done miow. It is a pity that a start is
beimig made to late. I acknowledge that the
Governament have been attempting to do
somnething much more effectual than has been
done before. II am not blaming the Gov-
ermnent in any way. I merely urge that the
sternest metasures be taken to stamip out thin
dreaded disease. In place of spending money
on trolley buses or any other such uander-
taking, let the Government look rather to
the snore important, more vital things; and
then they will receive not only the good will
of the people but also expressions of satis-
faction fromn all concerned.

The Chief Secretary:. I am looking for
suggestions as to what else the Government
,can do.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do n ot
claimn to he anl authority on these
matters at all; bat I say, seek aid
and guidance fronm every man who is cap-
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able in such matters. I would go to thle
fountain heads. For example, a doctor caine
out wvith his wife to one of the mission sta-
tions north of Broomie.

Hon. 0. . I iles: Beag-le Bay. They are
both qualified persons.

lion, J. NICHOLSON: They ga1ined some
special knowledge of this awvful disease Ini
certain parts of the world where thex'v were
previously. The 'y are two very fine people
indeed. They use stern and strong mea-
sures even at Beagle Bay in segregating chil-
dren from their affected parents, and also in
segregating children of unaffected people

fmte children of people affected. They,
use care that ordinarily is not used, mnd has
nrot been used in the past even in regard to
patients when brought into such places as
Derby and Broonme. I'lwe strictest measures
hare to be employed in matters of this kind.
If it should be necessary to obtain thle ser-vices of people especially w;ell versed in thle
treatmuent of these cases, it would pay the
Government to incur the expense. Let 0oev-
erment funds be used rather in improving
the health of tine p)eople and stfniflig out
a dreaded disease such as this. I observe on
to-day's Notice Paper a Bill dealing with
aborigines which is to be introduced by the
Chief Secretary.

The DEPUTY PRES*IDRNT: Order! It
is unusual to anticipate discussion of Bills
which appear on tine Notice Paper.

Ron. J. NICHOLSON: I am merely re-
ferring to the measure, M%-r. Deputy Presi-
dent, for the purpose of alluding to a sub-
ject which is mentioned in His Excellency's
Speech. I take it that the Bill onl the Notie
Paper is the amending legislation fore-
shadowed, a Bill to amend the Aborigines
Act of 1905. One realises that the Biil is
the outcome of the excellent report fur-
nishied by Mr. H. D. Mo0seley. That gentle-
man I consider is deserving of the congratu-
lations of everyone for the thorough way in
which lie dealt with the subject. I have
received, as probably other lion, members
have received, a letter from the Women's
Service Guilds of Western Australia men-
tioning that the following resolution has
been caried-

At the animal conference of the guilds held
on 14th and 15th Jn~y the Women's Service
Goilds of Western Australia, in conference as-
sembled, havec noted with, pleasure the expressed
intention of the Governmient to bring in amend-
ing legislation in connection with the aborig-
ines of tbe State earlY in the first session of

the new Parliament, and especially urge that a
comprehensive sehemec he established for the
care and training of half-castes, in the South-
West especially, at properly equipped. settle-
rulelts.

I do not knowv whether the Chief Secretary
has received a eopy of that resolution.

The Chief Secretary: I have.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I merely dis-

charge a dutty in bringing the matter uip at
this juncture. I know the Government are
desirous of doing all they can to deal with
this highly important question. There is
another matter of proposed legi slation-the
amendment of the Municipal Corporations
Act. I am indeed glad to note the Governi-
ment's intention to bring in this legislation.
It has been deferred for quite a number of
yearS is. Mumi ii plities thlroughout tile Sta-te
have fromn time to time urged the various
Governments to introduce legislation more
suited to the needs of municipalities at the
present time. The existing Act was passed
in 1906-30 years ago. Despite the many
requests made to successive Governments, we
find that only eight short amending inca-
sures have passed 'into law, dealing with
more or less unimportant features of the
p~arent Act. Municipalities, therefore,
suffer in nIny ways in which road board
districts probably do not suiffer, as they have
hand the advantage of getting legislation that
is more up to date. In 1933 a consolidation.
measure relating to road board districtsi
passed into law. That is much more modern
than the -Municipal Corporations Act. Un-
doubtedly there is a great deal of difference
between the sizes of municipalities, and in
the Eastern States it has been recognised
that thle needs of one municipality may not
exactly coincide with those of another. That
has been esipeeially recognlised as regards most
of thle capital cities of the Eastern States.
Special Acts have been passed to meet the
needs of such cities. In outlying inunici-
palitics conditions differ from those of a
capital city, and it might be worth while-I
me~rely suggest this to the Government-
when drafting thle proposed legislation to
consider whether there should not he a
separ-ate mecasure introduced dealing with
the City Of Perth, so that legislation more
suited to the needs. of a capital may be en-
acted, instead of including In a general
'Municipal Corporations Act provisions
.which would he applicable to all, but which
might not meet the needs, we will say, of a
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growing capital city such as this. An Act
,specially for the city of Perth -was passed in
1925. That was a measure designed to em-
power the city of Perth to purchase land
for street-widening and for re-subdivision.
As Mr. Franklin pointed out, the present
Act has been out of print for some years,
anid when newly-elected councillors desire
to consult the Act to ascertain their legis-
lative powers in various directions, they ar-c
forced] to borrow copies from whosoev-er
they can. That emphasises the necessity for
a new or consolidating and amiending Act,
so that copies of the comiplete measure
niav he available for- the use of everyone
interested. To illustrate how archaic sonic
of the provisions of the Act, were until 1919
at any rate, I would refer to Section 237
which gives. power to the counicil to use
steani road rollers. The suction providei
that two persons shall be employed, one to
precede the road roller and the other to
assist the drivers of horses, carriages, etc.,
to control their animals-

Hlon. J. M. Macfarlane: And to carry a
red flag?7

[The President resumted thle Chair.]

Hon. J1. NICHOLSON: No, that provi-
sion was omitted in this particular section,
which remained in force until 1919, when
it was amended in the Traffic Act. Thus
we find it necessary to consult another Act
in order to ascertain an amendment made
to the 'Municipal Corporations Act. It is
also interesting to find that by Section 438,
although the Act was passed in 1966, power
was given to municipalities to - purchnse
motor ears. One naturally wonders why, see-
ing that in 1906 the authorities foresaw the
use of motor cars, they dlid not at that time
appreciate the folly of inserting- those pro-
visions in the Act regarding, road rollers. If
there were danger arising f rom the uise of
road rollers, there would be greater danger
from the use of motor tars- Yet in Eng-
land an amendment of the law was only
secured u-hen the first motor car was put
on the road and was preceded by a mnan
carrying a little red flag mounted on a pen-
cil! That practice was quickly stopped be-
cause it was soon realised that they could
not carry out the law as it then stood. In
1919 the leg-islature was apparently appre-
ciative of the fact that the employ-ment of
two me" to carry out their respective func-
tions on road rollers was unnecessary. I

do not desire to wveary members with a list
of the sections requiring amendment, but
will allude to one or two of them. Section
105 deals with the method of voting, and
sets out that the personf who is casting his
vote shall put a cross opposite the n~ame of
the candidate whom be desires to support.
An alternative method is provided in a later
section by which the elector is able to strike
out the inme of the candidate lie does not
desire to lie chosen. In 1919, the Act wag
amended, when the system of preferential
voting was introduced . The result is that
there are two niethods of voting provrided?,
and so when there are two candidates the
elector must either put a cross against the
name of the man he favours, or strike out
the name of the other; and when there are
more than two candidates, the individual
has to indicate his choice in the order of
his preference. As a -result of these pro-
visions, electors frequently make mistakes
in exercising the franchise. It will be
appreciated how frequently it happens that
there are more informal votes than should
be recorded at municipal elections. There

atalso matters affecting absentee voting
anid iatepayers' meetings. The Act pro-
vides. that theie must be two ratepayers'
mnectinags anniually, although the attend-

aieis usually one ratepye, adi
dog. Sometimes the ratcpnypns do not evenr
take lie trouble to attend meetings-, and
therefore the necessity for holding tvo,
meetings during the year is not apparent.
0me mneeting should be quite sufficient du-r-
ing- lie year, but I think even that could
be dispensed with in view of the lack of
interest usually taken in these proceedings..
I am informed that in Victoria the legis-
lation does not provide for annual mneetings.
Another matter concerns the granting of
powuer to municipalities to deal with noises.
That nuisance has already been dealt with
by the municipal authorities in the Old
Country, and I think probably something
could be done here in that regard. Amend-
nits will be necessary to deal with build-
ings, the reqluiremients respecting which have
altered in late years, and, in addition, the
borrowing powers for local authorities should
he extended.

There are varions other matters that
can be dealt with more fully when the
legislation is before us. One other niatter
to which I shall make reference is rural 're-
lief. In the course of his speech, X'fr. Baxter
suggested a scheme for raising funds. for
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the replenishment or renovation of plant,
machinery, ae., when worn out, the object
being to place farmners in a more satisfac-
tory position than they are in at present.
I admit there is much to commend the pro-
posal to the House, but it is one that re-
qutires careful investigation by competent
authorities before adoption. Then again,
it would largely depend upon the state of
the finances. I understand that the many
requests made to thle Government would call
for the expenditure of much more mioney
than the Government could see their way
clear to provide; and hiere is Where thle Sy* s-
tern of planning, which has been referred to
during the debate, could conme into opera-
tion. If the planning is onl wise lines, no
one could have cause to grumble. Mr.
Piesse referred to a proposal to place se-
cured creditors on the same basis as un-
secured creditors in connection -with rural
relief, and he suggested compelling cvc'n
the secured creditors to be subjected to
having their securities reduced by a vote
of the creditors. While T have a deep re-
gard for Mr. Piesse and those who have
spoken onl this subject, I do not think they
have taken into account the serious posi-
tion that would arise it effect were given
to such a proposition. It would involve, in
the first place, a repudiation, practicall y
speaking, of the rights of a secured credi-
tor to the security to which he was en-
titled, and which induced hini, in the firset
instance, to advance money. It would mefan
violating the sanctity of contracts, and I
will eertaialy never hold with that. It
would have far more serious effect on cre-
dit, not only of those in country areas but
of the State generallyv. That is the danger.
What would he thle position if, for example,
any Government, listening to a proposal
such as that, allowed legislation to be In-
troduced to interfere with securities
Would any outside country, would London,
ever advance one penny-piece to Western
Australia'? Never! Our credit would sink,
because those people who otherwise would
advance the money would say that if a
Government could pass legislation to de-
stroy the security of people in their own
country, then the next thing the Govern-
ment would do would he to introduce legis-
latioa to destroy the very security that
might be extended to those lenders if they
advanced money to Western Australia. I
hope, therefore, that mnembers will pause

before they think of putting forward a
proposition of this nature and will consider
seriously the probable reaction and effect
of it all. The position between secured
creditor and unsecured creditor is entirely
distinct 'and we must not place the two on
the same plane. A plersofl wilt not advance
money uless he hasB security. In1 the ease
Of existing securities, thle money -would never
have been advanced but for the granting of
these securities and the proposal instead of
imp roving the condition and credit of the
people would be absolutely destroying it.

1Hon. 0. B. Wood: It is a debt of honour
to the storekeepers.

Hon. J. NICHOLSO'N: Very well. Steps
may have to he taken to see what can be
done throug-h the Government to help the
storekeeper. The bringing into line of the
secured creditor and the unsecured credi-
tor is entirely wrong, and there is only one
mnethod of improving the position, and
that is throug-h the Government. Now I
think I have said enough ohl that subject,
and I hope that in future we shall not hear
any more talk of coercing either secured
creditors or the banks that have done so
munch to help the credit of this State. I say
that the banks, by pursuing a sound method
of business in the management of their
affairs, have assured to this country greater
credit and more stable government than
otherwise -would have been the result.

Hion. 0. W. Miles: They saved us through
the depression.

Hon. J. NI\7CHOLSONY: Absolutely. I
admit that we have to realise the position
of the storekeepers, but let it be done by
a proper method. I will support the motion.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[6.41 : I desire to express regret ait the death

of~~ Hi aeMjesty, King~ George the Fifth,
and also MY satisfaction at thle accession to
thle Throne of King Edward the Eighth. I
amn sure mnemlbers -will join with me in
hoping that by his tactful speeches, his fear-
less visitations and collaborations with other
lenders of Europe our new King will be able
to maintain the peace that we so much
desire but which, unfortunately, does not look
too promising at the present timie, and in
order that he may earn that title which his
beloved grandfather had, namely "Edward
the Peacemaker." For personal reasons I
desire also to refer to the death of two
members of this Chamber with whomt I have
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had the hionour of sitting ever since I be-
cattle a member. I refer to the late Sir
Edward Wittenoorn and the late Sir Charles
-Nathan. Very soon after miy arrival in this
State as a youth in 1887 i remember the
name of Wittenooja, and I followed the
career of Sir Edward tbrough the whole of
tny lifetime. I was very proud indeed to be
a mem-tber of the same House as tile late bon.
member. 1. amt sure the gooad work he did
for the State will be remembered for miainy
yenrts. As to the late Sir Cltarles Nathan,
I met him onl his arrival in West-
ern Australia lily years ago. I re
miember the firist poaltion lie was in ait l're-
innntlec, iii the same street as that in %%hich
myv father wvas in business. 1 have been
piroud to be aL close personal friend of Sir
('hi le] Nathan ever since that clav. He was
a mal of wonderful abil itY. and I knowv that
ev ery' mlemiber of thle House feels that Itis
loss is itot only a loss to this Parliament and
this State, but also to the Comnmonwvealth as
well. iAke other mtembers, I desire briefly
to refer to the retirement of the Hon. J. IM.
Drew, who has rendered wonderful service
to his State and to tlte House. When fliM
1 joined I he Houmis the honl. gentlemn told
me that. if at any time there wva a nythi hg

I desired to know about the procedure,
although I did not see eye to eve with him
politically%, 1 had but to a)piroachl him. It
was a wvonderful pr-omise anti the holt. mcin-
her nobly' fulftilled it. I canl only hope tint
we sluall lintl-c Mrt. Drew amiong-St us for
min years to conic. Following onl thlat, I
tender iny congratulations to Mr. Kitson oil

hsapintment as Chief Secretary. Alr.
Kitson was liy first political opponenr, and
from that lay onwards I believe we were
better friends than ever biefore. Also I
desire to tender my congratulations to '\It.
Gray oil his appointment as Honorary Mlin-
ister. At the same time I should like to
congrIatulate the twvo nlew menibers, joining
with previous speakers in regretting the
defeat of Mr. Yelland and 31r. R. G. Mloore,
the last-namned being a very old friend of
mine. Nevertheless I tender congratulations
to the two new members, arid remind theni
that the same fate will come to all of us somec
day, although I hope it will not be for a
long- while yet.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: But you are all
right for a lengthy period.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Yes, in that con-
nicetion I should like to express my gratitude
to the electors of the Metropolitan Province

for having returned me to the House for a
further term. I do not intend to go at
length through the whole of the subjects in
the Governor's Speech, hut I do propose to
deal with several items and to address
the House at somewhat greater length on
one or two subjects about which I feel I
may have some knowledge that will lie of
interest. First I desire briefly to refer to the
position of the State to-day, and to say that
while without doubt the position is much
better than it was, and is still improving,
vet as a busiiiess mail and a manufacturer
i appreciate that we are not yet out of the
wood, that wye still have to be very careful
for miany months to conic. That, of course,
has been brought about largely by the un-
fortunate position of the farming community
to-day. 1 prop~ose a little later to refer
specifically to the position of tlte faniners.
Inu my opinion the progress we should be
makin~g is not being made, due largely to the
fact that with our return to prosperity our
local industries are not getting that measure
or supp~ort which they should have. Of
course it is anl old cry, this of local produc-
tioni, bitt ol(d as it is it is the cry we have to
be continually uttering in order to remind
01r people of their ditty. It may surprise
members to kiiow that for the 12 months
enided the 30th Jutie last this State achieved
record figpures; of imiports fromt the East-
era States. That is very much to be
reg-retted, and I had sincerely htoped that
wvitht the work that had been started by
the local Chamber of 2 lanufaeturcs some
years ago, supp)orted by local products
leagues andl helped materially hy the wvon-
derful work done by the Economic Council,
and the sympathy and assistance rendered
by successive Ministers for Indutstiy, par-
tiettlarly the work done by the ex-Miinister
for Industry, MrI. Kenneally, and the wvon.
derfal work now being done by the present
Minister, Mr. Hawke--one would have
thoug-ht that with all the lpropaganda at
least we could have prevented such an in-
crease in the imports from the Eastern
States as appears to have taken place. I
do not propose to refer to a lot of figures,
but I can assure members that they will be
astounded to ktnow that our imports for thte
last financil Year were valued at no less a
sum than £11,030,206, a record for all time.
III 1929-30, the peak year prior to the de-
pression, the atnount was £9),900,000, and
last year it was £10,145,000. Now the ex-
ports during the 12 months ended the Sftb
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June, 1936, amounted to £1,'523,078. Members
perhaps -will not be astonished at those fig-
ures, but they will be sorry to know that a
large proportion of exports were made up
of returned empty motor car body eases and
beer casks.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

flon. L. B. BOLTO'X: Before tea I was
dealing, with the industrial position of the
State, mostly as it affected our imports. I
was pointing out that unfortunately these
had constituted a record for the State dur-
ing last year. Our imports from overseas
during the same period reached a total of
approximately £5,000,000, whilst our ex-
ports antouited to £C17,021,000. Unless out!
people can be brought to a sense of respon-
sibility and will support more than they
have in the past our local factories and in-
dustries, we can never hope to put back in
work, as we are aiming- to do, the whole of
our unemployed. I ami associated with 0o10

of the largest industries iii the Common-
wealth, that of motor body building, The
figures appertaining to this industry are a
little short of astounding.

Hon. A. Thomson: They are alarming.
lion. L. B. BOLTON: I agree. In 1926 the

total value of mnotor bodies imported into
'Western Australia from the Eastern States
was £86,076. In 1928, the peak year prior
to the depression, the figure reached
£142,148. For 1985, whoa we had made
some little progress towards prosperity, the
figure was £266,204, to the 30th June of
that year. Alarming figures were reached
at the end of June this year, when we find
that the v'alue of imported bodies wvas no
less than £45,310.

Hon. L. Craig: You mnean imported from
the Eastern States?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Yes.
Ifon. L. Craig: Is that due in a great

mnea-sure to the restrictions on English
bodies?

HEon. L. B. BOLTOX: I would not say
thiat, but it may have helped. Later on I
will deal with the Federal trarle policy. I
ask mnembers to imagine what it would mecan
to the allied indnotries of this State if all
that money, or a considerable portion of it,
could be spent here. It is alarming to think
that no less than £415,000 is spent on im-
porting motor 'bodies from the other States.

I-on. J. Cornell: Does the hon. member
think that the motor boom has reached
capacity in this State?

Hon. L. B. BOLTONX. No, but I
think we arc gradually reaching the
peak period. If we go on as we are doing,
our position here will become "%cry serious.
It is all very well to say that we are purely
a primary producing State, but, unless wve
endeavour to develop our secondary indus-
tries as well, our primary industries will
salter. I recently attended on behalf of this
State a conference of thle Chambers of
Manufactures in Melbourne. One of the mo-
tions submitted there was that the Federal
Glovernment be asked to give special encour-
agement to the secondary industries of the
three smaller mnanufactu rinrg States--
Queensland, South Australia, and Western
Australia. The Federal, Government may
give that encouragement and they may ]lot,

but it is certainly '-cry ncessary for this
State. I suppose I ami justified in quoting
my own industry, because I can claim to
know something about it. I can give in-
stances of motor vehicles running in. this
State that are being used by the Coinmnon-
wealth authorities, and have been wholly
built in Victoria. All these bodies could
well have been built in this State. If we
continue along these lines our secondary in-
dustries, instead of advancing, will fall into
a more deplorable condition than they are
in today.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Can you compete in
the matter of price?

Hlon. L. B. BOLT ON. Yes, in respect to
commercial vehicles, which I am now dis,-
cussing. I do not see that this State can
hope to compete in pressed bodies, the stan-
dard lines or more popular American moakes.
Our volumne of buisiness is ridiculous com-
pared with that of the other States. We
never eami, particularly in view of thle estab-
lishmnent of the wonderful factory in Mel-
bourne, hope to compete with the other
States in that direction. In commercial
work, however, we can, with an up-to-date
factory such as has been recently built in
thle city, successfully compete with the other
States. That is thre class of work we should
he doiug locally, instead of having to import
the bodies as we arc now doing-. A big
proportion of that work is now being done in
the other Stales. I -wish to refer now to the
pastoral and farming industries as I see
them toda *y. It is unfortunate that just
when we are likely to benefit from a recov-
ery in prices, both in wheat and wool, this
State should be suffering from what appears
to be the driest season -we have ever experi-
enced. I recently had the opportunity of
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vititing the Murehison, and to see the de-
plorable condition of affairs there. .1 do
not suggest that the Government have failed
to see the serious:ness of the position, but
I implore them to do what they can to
a ssist. both these industries that are pass-
ing throughb such a bad time. This, of
course, applies to the ag-ricultural. as well ii
to the pastoral -areas. In miany parts of the
State, unless we have rain at an early date,
the outlook will be black indeed. This is
mtost unfortunate. seeing that wheatgrowers
are likely to secure at least a reasonable
price for their commnodity' during the coining-
season. I can claim to know a little about
faring,- having been associated with the
industry for the last 26 years. Fanmers
always seem to have a grouch, either against
someone or against some particular pest. I
have, nevertheless, great sympathy for the
man en the land. I feel, however, that pro-
bably the lower prices we have been receiv-
ing for our -farm products, and the tighten-
ing up of conditions generally, have had a
good effect upon the industry. It has been
the means of pushing off the land a certain
percentage of men who should never have
been put there in the first place, and,
secondly, who should never have been given
the latitude or the assistance accorded to
them. I sometimes think that after all the
Agricultural Bank, from its very inception,
was not the blessing to the farming corn-
inunlity or the development of the State that
we hoped it would be.

Hon. J. Cornell: Some of the biggest in-
possibilities have turned out to be the best
farmers.

Hlon. L. B. BOLTON: That may be so,
but a large proportion of them should have
been removed years ago before the capital
cost of their holdings was built up to the
extent it is today, and before so much capi-
tal had to be written off by the State. The
conditions have at all events helped to keep)
on the land only the best type of farmer,
those who farm correctly, and those who
under the adverse conditions have been able
to make wheatgrowing a payable proposi-
tion. If a farner can get fro inSs to 3s. 4d,
a bushel, and if he farms correctly and in
safe districts, wheat farming can be made
a payable proposition. A lot of criticism
of private banks has been passed. '3v
expemience of those institutions is thait
they have kept their clients niore up to the
n-ark than have Government institutions.
For that reason they have on their books

the best of the farmers, and they see to it
that onlyv the best of the mien are allowed
to remain on the land over which. they
htold sway. It has been said by seine memi-
bers that the Government would need to
spend money in providing wvater for many
of the districts that arc now suffering from
a shortage. Heaven knows what will hap-
penl in some parts of the country next sumi-
mer for lack of water for stock and domes-
tic, purposes. I hope the Government will
take this very necessary work into account.
One member suiggested that the millions of
gYallons of water that go to waste annually
over the Mlundaring Weir might be uttilised
in the country by tapping the pipeline in
suitable places. I heartily endorse that. I
believe that Could be done at no very great
expense compared, of course, with that in-
volved in the sinking of damis or providing
water by other means, and I commend it to
the Governmnent for their consideration.
Mutch has been said regarding the reduced
bonus on emnus and foxes. Fortunately, in
my own particular district, I have had very
little experience of emits, but I have a
tremendous sympathy for those farmers
who are affected by the pest. In my recent
visit to the Murchison I had an opportun-
ity of seeing what I had never seen before
-hundreds and hundreds of emus in flock-s,
doing inestimable damage to the crops in
those districts, and I certainly advocate
that some other m-eans than have been
utilised by the Government in the past
should be adopted to eliminate such a pest.
It is useless to pu'~t a very small bonus on
the head of an emiu, but if the Government
could find the money to increase that bonus
and make it a payable proposition for some
of the unemployed to gro and shoot the
emus, I am certain that in some districts
at least it would be greatly to their benefit.
In many districts the fox menace is assum-
ing- large proportions. In my own parti-
cular district, for a number of years, we
were so overrun with rabbits that we would
not think of shooting a fox, because we
believed the foxes helped to keep the rab-
bits down. In the last two years, however,
we decided on a policy of netting against
rabbits. We practically cleaned them out
over an area of about 4,000 acres, but we
now find that we have a return of the foxes,
and this year in my own place I lost more
lambs through the depredations of foxes
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than at any time previously since they
made their first appearance in the State.

Hon. J1. Nicholson: You have rabbit-net-
ting but it is of no use against foxes?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: No use whatever.
If something is not done to combat this
pest, it will become almost as serious as
the rabbit rest wvas before an attempt 'was
made to deal with it. The unfortunate far-
mer, faced with pest after pest, has
my greatest sympathy. Regarding the
position of group settlement and the
Agricultural Bank, when the Bill was
before this Chamber more than one
memiber predicted trouble if Clause 51 was
allowed to go throughi. Unfortunately, the
Government stood by that. It mig-ht even-
tually turn out to be the correct policy, bat
at the present time the trouble tat most
of us anticipated is taking place, and while
I have a lot of sympathy with the Cormmis-
sioners-I believe they are endeavouring
from. their angle to act in the hoest interests
of the Statem-I also have a tremendous sym-
pathy for the unfortunate groupie. But
there again, I have said in this House, and
before I becamne a member of this House,
that that Scheme Was entirely wrong. I
suppose it is no use crying over spilt milk,
but 50 per cent, or 75 per cent. of those men
should never have been put on the groups,
and when years ago it was seen that they
were making a failure, they should have
been removed. T-hey should not have been
allowved to go on so far and to feel that
they had places for life whether they worked
or not. I have sympathy with both sides,
hut think something will hrave to be done to
overcome the seriousness of the position in
conneetiou with group settlement. The re-
]presentatives of the mining constituencies
-will pardon me for referring to the mining
position. I had an opportunity of visiting
that famous town of Wiluna. It was my
first visit and I was astounded at the won-
derful progress which had been made, and
the wonderful future that it, together with
mnany other districts in the State, has. I
commend the Government for the wonder-
ful assistance they have rendered, and
are st rendering, for the further develop-
inert of the mining industry. In the Minis-
ter for Mines, -Mr. Munsie, the Government
are fortunate in having a man who is sin-
cere in his job, which he knows from A to
Z, and a man in whom the mining corn-
munity have the utmost confidence. While

\Vihna and other parts of the State have
been helped by the Government, however,
the progress made in the mining industry
has probably been more due to the high price
of gold, and the fact that the introduction
of the gold bonus assisted, at least in the
conumnnement, in the rehabilitation of the
gold mnining industry. I think that, like the
farmer, the gold miner is entitled to ever-y-
thing he ge ts out of the ground. He is th
most optimistic person I ever tact in my life,
and the miners axe certainly justified in tak-
ing up the attitude they do, I sincerely
hope, particularly after the remarks of soe
o1: the memibers representing the goldfleldsi,
that not too many of the investors, as they
.think, will be disapploin'ted bry the faith
they have shown in the State. No other in-
dustry has been the means of the introduc-
tion of so much capital to the State as the
g old mining industry, and not only does it
affect the mining towns and distrials, but
great benefit is felt by the city, and the gold
aminuig industry has been the means of keep-
in- this State going through the very hard
periods we have endured. I would like to
offer my congraulations to the Government
on the completion of that wvonderful edifice
the East Perth Girls' School. It is a credit
to all who have had anything to do with its
con1stru-ction, because it has definitely, proved
that our mnaterials and skilled artisans are
equal to any in the word. I have no objec-
lion to the Education Vote when it is used in
this direction, but I amn in agreement with
the remnarks of Mr. Parker in connection
with Universiity educoation. I think that alto-
gether too much mioney is spent on higher
education in this State. At the opening of
the East Perth school on Fr-iday the Dire,'-
tor of Education told us that the Education
Vote for the year amiounted to somnething
like £C630,000. I would advocate that a
munch greater proportion of that amount
should be devoted to manual training and
techinical education of the youth of the state.
If more money were spent in that direction,
it would better fit youth for the hard battle
of life that is before them. One macmber
mnentioned that lie would favour the raising
of the leaving age from 14 to 16, devoting
the other two Years to manual and domestic
training. In that hie has my symapathy be-
cause I believe it would be much hotter for
the S Lte as a whole if this were done.

Hon. G. F~raser: Provision would have to
he made for keeping them during that,
period.
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Heon. L~. B. BOLTON: They would sub-
sequently be more fitted to keep themi-
selves and obtain and retain a position
if they were given that training-. I listened
more than once in this Chamber to the late
Sir Edward Wittenoomn declaring that too
much money was being spent on the higher
education in this State. I have come to his
waVy of thinking. During a recent visit to
WViluna, together with other hon. members
of this Chamber, I had the opportunity of
seeing the manner in which the unfortu~nate
children of that district were receiving- their
,education. The Chief Secretary was with
us, and I was glad to see that he made a.
note of the existing conditions in the two
schools that were inspected. There we
found that on the seals that were intended
for two, there were three children seated,
andi on the seats intended for one there
were two seated. Perhaps I did not nse the
correct termi in describing them as seats, for
they were made from jam cases or ordinar 'y
boxes, and were totally unfitted for the pur-
pose for which they were being used. jwe
were told that new seats were on order, and
I think we were also told that they had been
ordered from the State Implement Works,
but that unfortunately, up to then, it had
not been possible to have them delivered.
I suggest to the -Minister for Education that
the department should purchase the seats
elsewhere, and that it might he possible to
get them at half the price charged by the
State Implement 'Works.

Hon. C. R' Baxter: Similar conditions
apply at some of the country schools.

HoIn. L. B. BOLTON: It is very difficult,
I admnit, for the department to keep pace
with the growingp requirements of the State,
end particularly those of mining towns such
as Wiluna, but if the optimism of the mining
communities can he depended upon, many
other schools in other mining towns will be
equallyv badly off at no distant date.

Hon. J1. Cornell: Children at Yellowdine
have been taught in a lean-to for the past
eighteen months.

Hton. L. B. BOLTON: I hope members
will hammner away at the Government until
the conditions I have described have been
amended. Another matter I deplore is the
number of skilled officers who are leav-ing- the
service of the State. Every now and again
we hear of some valued officer being taken
away from our State by another State, and
that in some instances it is merely a ques-

tion of pound.,, shillings and pence. Prob-
ably a small increase in the remiuneration of
these officers might be the means of Pie State
retaining their services. I hope that the
Government will find the means of ,)revent-
iug the departure from the State of officers
whose services we cannot afford to lose.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Mmmnv are taken f romi
us by the Commonwealth Government.

Hon. L. B. BOLiTONX: And nany have
been taken from us by other States. I know
of two instances of officers having left West-
ern Australia to join the Queensland State
service. There is another matter to which
I wish briefly to refer and although it does
not come within State jurisdiction,
I feel justified in making reference
to i t-I allude to the new trade
policy of the Federal Governmient.
We must regard the new tariff as at enuille
attemtpt on the part of the Federal Govern-
ment to establish the mnotor industry in Aus-
tralia, if not to divert as much of the trade
as possible to Great Britain. Naturally I
desire to support the policy of assistanoe
to our industries, but from my knowledge
of the position. I consider that the intro-
duction of the policy is at least ten years
too soon. The restrictions placed on the
importation of motor ehasses means more,
projportionately to this State than to any
other State of the Commonwealth. Eve.n
now, few chasses are assembled in this State,
and thle small proportion of bodies miannL-
factured ihs already been mentioned by me.
The new policy of the Federal Government
must have the effect of giving absolute coni-
trol to one or two big firms, and they natur-
ally will manufacture their product in the
cities of either Melbourne or Sydney, ;vhert
the whole of the work will be completed,
and even our small proportion of to-day
must eventually he wiped out. If this state
of affairs is permitted, it will be necessary
for the Government to protect transport
users. against possible exploitation. Unless
that is done, it will mean that there will
be a large increase in thle cost of transport
within the Conumonwealth, and as this State
still has large tracts of country to develop.
as compared with the Eastern States, it
will mean that once again we shall be the
greatest sufferers. With Australia's coin-
paratively small p)opulation, the volume of
trade ill not 1)0 sufficient for any company
to undertake the manufacture of manmy types
of ears, thus definitely limiting the'choice,
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with the result that sales must f all off and]
one of the greatest industries of the Comn-
monwealth will he crippled or will receive
a setback from which it will take years
to recover. Much has been written regard-
ing the manufacture of bodies for English
chasses which do not sell so freely as do
the more popular American lines. I need
hardly remnind members that the smnaller
volume of bodies cannot be built at any-
thing like the price of the large quantities
of bodies sold for the more popular Ameri-
canl cars. Very costly dies and huge presses
are necessary for this work. The only chance
the smaller States would have of compet-
ing for this type of work would be for
the Federal Government to admit fabricated
panels suitable for the various English ears
free of duty, even if this were done for only
a limited term. This was practically de-
cided upon by the Federal Parliament, but
for some reason unexplained-some reason
which it would not be difficult for me to ex-
plain fromn my knowledge of the position-
the proposal was amended and the situa-
tion remains as before. If the duty had
been removed, members can realise the huge
increase in work it would have meant for
this State. Western Australia and the other
smnaller States would have land an equal op-
portunity to compete for this class of work
with the larger factories in Melbournc or
Sydney, for the simple reason that the vol-
tune is not nearly so great. Unless we have
a huge volume of one particular type of
work, it does not pay to expend up to
£30,000 for a set of dies. For sonic of the
latest cars, the dies alone cost as much as
£.30,000 a set to make. That is a mere tritle
if it can be spread over the manufacture of
10,000, 15,000 or 20,000 ears, but in the
smaller States, where the sales are lower,
this. work has to be done by hand.

Ron. J. M1. Macfarlane- Nor in years,
because the fashions in cars change so
rapidly.

Hon. L. B. BOLTO'N: In the matter of
motor cars and body building, there is no
such thing as years. There is hardly at
model that lasts years. In nearly every
year there is a new model, or somethin~g
fresh, and a set of dies created for the manu-
facture of one particular type of body needs
to be spread over the first production, be-
cause in nine cases out of ten 50 to 75 per
cent. of the dies would be perfectly useless
for the next model. Mlembers, therefore can
see what a chance the smaller States would

have bad if the duty had been removed, as
was advocated. It has been suggested that
under the new policy, not only will the more
popuilar type of car be maufactured in Auis-
tralia, but also the English car. Is there
any member who would suggest that any
of that capital will be spent in Western
Australia 9 I say absolutely no. The fac-
tories would be opened in the larger States
in the East, and this State would again het
left lamenting.

Hon. J. Cornell: That position applies in
the United States of America.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Ini many instances
the policy of the Federal Government, as i
affects manufacturers, is largely or wholly
directed to the larger States.

Hon. G. W. Miles: How do you account
for a small Stare like South Australia de-
veloping the motor body-building industry?

lion. L. B. B3OLTON: Probably that was
due to the enterprise in the first place of
one man, Mr, E. WV. Holden.

Hon. L. Craig: And to General Mlotors
Ltd.

H1on. L. B. B3OLTON: Only in the last
Ye-ar- or two have General Motors been asso-
ciated with Holdeus. In the early stages of
lloldens. Motors, their biggest competitors
were Gleneral Motors. Although General
.Motors,' I understand, had quite an interest
in the factory of Holdens, they certainly
had not a controlling- interest, but in view
of the trend of affairs, and knowing that
probtably they would be sqiueezed right out
in the matter of body building, they were
w~se enoughto amalgamate with Holdens
and create the Firn of Holdens-General
Motors Body Builders, which is in existence
iii South Aukistralia today. I think Mr.
Miles will realise that it is only a matter of
time when there will be very little left of
H-oldens Motor Body Building works in
South Australia. That is the reason why
South Australia is putting up such a fight
-a. fight to whichi I shall refer later-for
some of the aviation work that probably -will
he let in Australia. at an early date. South
Australia sees slipping fronm her grasp the
great industry in which she has maintained
the lead in Australia for many years. There
is not. the slightest doubt in my mind that
that business will eventually he transferred
to Victoria. In circles in which I had the
opportunity to mov-e during my attendance
at the conference r-eferred to-it was at a
time when most of the Cabinet and Federal
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members Nuere in South Australia-I formed
the opinion that in the event of Great Bri-
tain being drawn into a European war in
the near future, we cannot hope to rely on
the -Motherland for any assistance. Great
Britain will have her hands more than full
in defending herself, and the people of the
Commonwealth should wake up to this fact.
Unless we are prepared to defend our coun-
try, we cannot hope to hold [his great ajid
glorious land. Let inc refer to one other
matter that has been exercising the minds
of the p)ublic for a considerable time. It is
a matter on which I have some knowledge,
although I approach the question with diffi-
deuce, as I am to some extent an interested
party. I refer to the proposal to extend the
trolley bus system to Nedlands and Clame-
taunt. In my opinion, the present bus ser-
vice supplies, or could he made suplply, if
the restrictions were lifted, all the needs of
the travellinig public in those districts.
Surely the unexpected change in our finan-
ciall position, due to the Commonwealth's
having reduced the disabilities grant by no
less than £300,000, will induce the Govern-
ment to reconsider their decision to spend
£84,000 on an absolutely unnecessary work!
It would he a wanton waste of public
money to create a service already catered
for by private enterprise and actually not
wanted by a large majority of the residents
of those districts. As one of the representa-
tives of a city province, I feel that I should
lie larking in my duty if I failed to enter
an emphatic protest against the threatened
disfigurement of three of our most beautiful
streets. From all visitors one bears expres-
sions of praise for the magnificent thorough-
fare of St. George's-terrace. They also say
how favourably King's Park-road compares
with certain avenues in other cities, to say
nothing of the beauty that MNalcolm-street
will. possess when the improvements agreed
upon by Parliament and the City Council
have been completed. Yet -we have a Gov-
ernment who are anxious to turn all this
beauty into something hideous to look upon.
Fancy standing in King's Park and viewing,
as one must with feelings of disgust, the
unsightly poles and overhead wires necs-
sary for the equipment of the proposed in-
stallation! All Perth citizens are proud of
the streets of our city, and particularly of St.
George's-terrace. To me the suggestion to
inar its amazing beauty seems little short of
sacrilege. I may perhaps be pardoned for
again referrinig to something of a personal

nature. I happen to lie interested in a
factory recently erected in the city of Perth.
It was necessary almost before a reasonable
entrance to that factory could be obtained,
to remove no less than, two of these unsightly
trolley poles. Even to-day as one goes
around that quarter of the city, the overhead
wires aiid innumerable trolley poles, placed
as they are, jar on one's nerves. I think
most hon. members will agree that to create
such a state of affairs in the beautiful
thoroughfares of St. George's-terrace and
K ing' s Park-road would be nothing short of
at tragedy. My main reasons for opposing
the system are, first of all the wanton waste
of public money, secondly the creation of a
Government service for needs already weill
met by private enterprise, which pays huge
tees and, in addition, taxes and revenues
from which State concerns are exempt.

Ron. G. W. M1iles; And private, enterprise
is prepared to pay sufficient to meet inter-
est and sinking fund on the tramway line,
I understand.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Probably that is
so. I shall try to give figures showAing the
House the loss which will result if private
enterprise is eliminated. Thirdly that better
nse could be made of the money in many
directions, particularly to provide water for
the famnishing country districts, or to pro-
vide additional school accommodation on the
goldfields, in such pl~aces as those suggested
hy Mr. Cornell. This morning's "W\~est Aus-
tralian," to my mind, suggests even a better
wvay of spending this money. We have had
before uts for some time the question of
building a new bridge at Fremnantle. In
case members have not seen the "West Aus-
tralian" subleader of this morning, I con-
sider it worth repeating, as to my mind it
suggests at much better way to spend this
£C84,000-

Mr. J. B. Sleenan, M.L.A., in a letter ad-
dressedl to the Fremantle Municipalities, has
suggested the possibility' of time C overnimnt
undertaking shortly the construction of a tini-
bet bridge at a cost of £:75,000 if thaqt would be
acceptable to the local governing bodies of the
district. The alternative was the construction
of a steel and concrete bridge at some time
in the indefinite future, to cost £6050,000. As
a imew bridge to replace the present outworn
and unsightly structure must be ranked as a
need of some urgency, it seems evident that
the municipalities would be wise to accept the
offer of a wooden bridge if that offer is made.
The expenditure of £650,000 carrying interest
at the rate of £38,000 per anniun, would plainly
be far beyond the Government's resources mn
the near future. That sum would go too far ja
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providing employment locally for the spending-
Of most Of it Outside tlme StaLte to be consid-
ered iii existing circumstnees. There is much
to be said for the constructionl Of a tiniber
bridge that would meet the needs of the next
25 years. No one cant clearly- foresee what
changes in our transport sy-stein and its require-
nients will be brought about wvithin that period.
A timiber bridge would draw upont [cra1 labouar
and muaterials, and provide a very useful con-
tribution to the State 's emlploym~ent prolemn.
Timber bridges built by miodern methods can
be made more durable than those erected in the
past. The Government would certainly be far-
more justified in spending £7,000 for a bridge
at Fremsantle that is reacur required than in
wvasting more than that sum in installing un-
wanted trolley buses at Claremont, most of time
maone)- for which mutst be spent outside W"est-
emi Australia.

[The Deputy President took the Chair]l

If I anay digress for just a mroment, as
regards those trolley buses thei-c is, I under-
stand, a great possibility of steel bodies
being used. If that should prove to be the
ease, thle bodies would have to be imported
from England, which would meatn that so
far as our industries and our workers at-c
concerned, only a small proportion of the
money would be spent inl our own State.
Another reason is the disfigu, rement of the
beautiful thoroughfare through which the
trolley buses would pass. Sumumed up, it
appears, to me that this transport tangle has
revealed a looseness in the present system
of administration which should he remediedi
before harm is done to the State's finances
and to thle interests of the people. There
needs to be a.n imlprovement onl the system
under which the wishes of the large body of
taxpayers directly concerned canl be ignored.
A r-eview of the facts shows that a Govern-
meat transport service between Peth and
these districts is superfluous, and is not
wnnted by the residents of Nedlands and
Claremont. The position of these suburbs
between the capital of the State and
the chief port enssures for themn a
pei-manent, frequent, and more titan
adequate service by lprivate itnterests,
if the people are allowed to avail them-
selves of it. To date they have not been
allowed to do so, because of the Govern-
ment's runining of tranms. The tramns were
inistitute(] about 18 years ago, and, com-
pared with the private motor services, are
cumbersome, slow, inadequate, and in a
word obsolete. The Governmtent said they
w-ould not pull up the tram line, but they
did so. Then, in order to widen the road

they put the tram line down again, instead
of leaving it uip as they should have done.,
Bly regulations the residents of the sur-
rounding districts were prevented fronm
using the buses and taxis which ran past
their doors every few minutes, and were
complelled to use the unsatisfactory, slow,
and obsolete trains. The residents b)egain
ain intensive public campaign, and bitterli-
complained against this anomaly, Av-bk-h
was due originally to restrictions placed onl
residents between Loch-street and Bel levue-
terrace. The restrictions meant loss of
time to themn, and p~ut them to great its-
convenience and discotnfort. I understand
the Transport Board infonned the Govern-
mient that unless the State service was itn-
proved, the board would consider the claims
of private enterprise. Then the Govern-
ment decided to pull up thle tram line again.
However, they further decided to institute
trolley buses in place of the trams, and to
continue to fetter the Nedlands and Clare-
utont people with transport restrictions. BY
doing this the Government have ignored the
wishes of the people, and have overlooked
the fact that once the train line is pulled
uip, there are many reasons, economic and
otherwise, why the remaining services,
should not be passed over in favour of a
superimposed and less adequate service to
run beside them. The Government hav-e
chosen to instal trolley buses where they-
are not wanted. The Government are pro-
posing to embark needlessly on heavy capi-
tal expenditure for which the possible re-
turn is problematical. They are doitng all
this, out of step with everybody, without
apparently having had a thorough and
authoritative inquiry made into the present
justification and th future effect. The
Government may change hands in a few
years, but by then the State may be comn-
mitted for an indefinite period to a policy
already show n to be mistaken. It should
be of interest to hon. members to know
and realise the huge atnount of capital in-
vested in our omnibus services operating in
the metropolitan and suburban areas, as
well as the large number of employees in
the industry. On the 30th June last the
number of buses licensed was 154, and the
amount of working capital invested £300,-
000. The number of employees directly en-
gaged in the business of transport was
about 500. It is interesting to note from
the returns of the Tramway Department
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recently laid on the Table of the House that
there are 121 trains and three trolley buses
engaged in our tram service, while the
number of employees is 682. The import-
ance of the businiess to garage workmen,
the body-building industry, fuel and tyre
suppliers, and suppliers of spare parts and
accessories is obvious. The figures I have
gven do not, of course, include any of

these. Mlost of the services were built up
in advance of settlement, and were a mate-
rial factor in the development of several
districts. They were commenced to fill a
much-needed want in the absence of Gov-
ernment transport facilities. Most of them
started in more or less sparsely settled dis-
tricts, and as a result of their activities a
volume of traffic has grown up, the rewards
of which should be retained for their bene-
fit. The approximate amount paid to the
Transport Hoard by these services last year
was £20,000, wvhile the traffic department
collect from the omibus companies yearly
fees amounting to about £6,000. It. must
be remembered that transport has provided
the whole of the money for the main roads
of the State. This is not to be wondered
at when we find that the amount paid by
the same concerns in petrol tax is approxi-
mately £25,000. The very first transport
service was commenced by Mr. Fred White
between Fremantle and the Peel Estate,
in 1921. This was followed by Mr. Spicer's
service between Fremantle and Perth, which
now has grown to the huge undertaking
known as the Metro Bus Co. Ltd. Two
other services which can. claim to have
materially assisted in the development of
certain districts are the South Suhurban
Bus Co. Ltd., operating in originally sparse
settlement south of the river. This service
began in 1924; and the Federal Bus Ser-
vice, which materially assisted in the
growth of W'est Leederville and later of
Bassendean, also began in that year.
When the West Leederville service
commenced, no transport facility other
than the railway wvas in existence.
Before leaving this subject, I wish to make
it perfectly clear that my remarks and criti-
cisms are not directed against either the
Transport Board or the railway or tram-
way officials. I have to admit candidly that
the Transport Board have done and are do-
ing an excellent job--much better than T
had] expected when the Bill constituting that
body was before Parliament. There are, of

course, nmnny anomalies and some hardships;
hut these things, unfortunately, will always
occur. ,Hegarding railway and tramway
management, in face of the difficulties en-
countered during the past few years, my
opinion is that the present Commissioner of
Railways, Mr. Ellis, and the manager of the
Tramway Department, )1r. Taylor, have
carried out their respective tasks wonder-
fully well. The railways are on a better
footing than for many years past, and I am
quite sure that if these two officers are left
in control of their departments, the improve-
ment will continue. I trust that the figures
I have given to the Chief Secretary and to
the House generally will induce the Govern-
ment to consider the position further before
they embark upon the expenditure of
£84,000 on trolley bibesi for Claremont, see-
ing that the expenditure is absolutely UjL-
warranted, and that, if the financial position
of the State enables the expienditure of that
amount of money, it can be spent better in
other directions. One other matter I intend
to touch upon wvas mentioned by 'Mr. Baxter
during his remarks. I refer to the assist-
ance, or lack of assistance, rendered by the
Government to the Boys' Employment
League. Now that the Youth and Mother-
hood Appeal Fund has been allocated, the
Boys' Employment League and other move-
ments aimed to promote the interests of our
Fads will have to rease that the assistance
they can expect from this source is
very slight. I hope the Government will go
seriously inito the question of providing ad-
ditional assistance for the league. From the
inception, the leagu e have placed about
8,000 youths in positions. The Honorary
Minister may not quite approve of some of
the jobs, but I can assure the House that
the work carried out by the Boys' Employ-
ment League compares more than favour-
ably with that of any other similar organisa-
tion in other parts of the Commonwealth.
The cost of placing the lads in jobs has been
practically 3112d. per position, and the
whole of the work has been carried out by
means of voluntary contributions apart from
£100 that was granted by the Government
some time ago. I hope thie Government will
review the position soon.

The Chief Seeretary: flow much did you
say the Government had provided?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I mentioned £100,
which was, of course, apart from the services
of the secretary, who was provided by the
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Government who presumably pay his salary, of his life that should be spent in happier
and also the use of a room in the Treasury
Buildings.

The Chief Secretary: And nothing else9

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I d0 not know of
anything else, unless it be the use of a tele-
phone. There is ample scope for the Gov-
erment to render additional assistance to
the league. I must apologise for delaying
the House, hut I felt that the information
I had at my disposal was such that I
should place it before the Government in the
hope that they would be induced to refrain
front the contemplated expenditure on
trolley buses for the Claremont district.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [8.351] In supporting the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
rey~ly, I join with His Excellency and hon.
members in expressing, sorrow at the pas
lng of our late Sovereign and loyalty to his
successor, King Edward VIII. The recent
elections caused alterations in the personnel
of the House, and I desire to add my web-
come to new members and to express to them
the hope that their experience here will be
both pleasant and profitable alike to them
and to the State. Some were defeated, but
that is all in the gamec of politics. Those
who have lost their seats were good sports,
and doubtless have taken their defeat in the
right spirit. I hope that in due course they
wvill again offer themselves iii the service
of the country, so that the experience they
have gained may not be lost to Western Aus-
tralia. Then again we sustained the further
loss of our Leader, wvho has been in charge
of the business of the House for so many
years. It was always a pleasure to sit in
the Chamber while kr. Drew was Leader,
and while he was a private member. On
no cocasion did I approach him on any sub-
ject, pleasant or unpleasant, that be dlid not
extend to me every consideration and the
best assistance at his disposal. He served
bisl party and thie country for many years,
and in retiring fromn his position at this
juncture be displayed that sound judgment
that has stood to his credit during past
years, both as politician and private indi-
vidual. We know the great strain imposed
upon the Leader of the House during- a
session, and we will all agree that if he had
carried on for another year under such con-
ditions, it would probably have made an in-
valid of him and thus spoilt the later years

eireustanees. I wish Mr. Drew long life
and happiness, and much pleasure in the
work that he will perform amongst us in the
years to conic. Onl top of that, there has
been the loss to politics of the former Pre-
nmier,' Mr. Collier. I am very sorry that his
ill-health has caused him to retire from that
position, because the value of the services
he rendered to his party and to the State is
unquestioned. His efforts in the past must
have commended themselves to every section
of the conmnunity. With MX. Collier, too, I
trust that the closing years of his life will
he spent in good health and in Occupations
that will not be too strenuous for him.
These changes have involved others and now
we have a flew Chief Secretary in charge of
the House. Mr. Kitson is certainly not
entirely new to the work, and I congratulate
himi upon his elevation to full Cabinet rank.
I trust that his health wvill continue to be
satisfactory, and that he will he able to
carry out the work ahead of him for many
years to come. To Mr. Gray, thle new lion-
orar 'y MNinister, I also extend my congratu-
lations oil his step forward, and I wish him
every success in his new office. As regards
thle Lient.-Covernor's Speech, the question of
finances is dealt with in a manner that indi-
cates conditions have improved considerably
during the past few years, with the result
that we have had a surplus in lien of a
deficit. That matter was dealt with ex-
pllicitly by 11r. Nicholson in his remarks,
and also by Mr. Seddon, who expressed the
hope that every care would be exercised in
the future regarding the finances, and that
the accumulated deficit; would be wiped out
within a reasonable period and before any
further extravagant expenditure was ema-
harked upon. I was glad to hear 'Mr. Drew
give a definite and clear assurance that the
House could depend upon that being done
by the Government. If that be the position,
we canl congratulate ourselves upon the sur-
plus and trust that the Government's pre-
dictions for the current financial year, de-
spite the reduction in the Federal Disabili-
ties Grant, will be as successful as they
were at the end of the last financial year.
We learn that we are to have presented to
us a Bill to deal with the aborigines. In
view of the report submitted by the Royal
Commissioner who inquired into the con-
ditions of the aborigines, the Government
have done well in promising to place that
measure before members at such an early
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.stage of the session. The public have ex-
jleeted die introduction of such a Bill, and
would have been seriously disappointed if
the Government had delayed matters in that
resipect. I trust that thec Bill will be so
framned that we shall be able to accept it
without amendment, and that its provisions
will be broughit into operation at an early
date so that these unfortunate people may
take up their place in the communit.
I trust it wvill 1)0 the means of
giving the half-castes and quarter-castes an
olpportutnity to live under the conditions en-
joy'ed by the white population, for I ami
sure they are capable of assimilating our
ways quite easily. I note from the Licut.-
Governor's Speech that we are also to deal
with the financial emergency legislation. My
view is that the word "emergency" could
lie removed from that form of taxation.

Hon. A. Thomnson: You consider it is
more in the nature of a permanency?

Hon. J. At. MACFARLANEZ 1 think
some more equitable form of taxation could
be substituted. I notice that another attempt
is to he made by the Government to legalise
the operations of the State Insurance Office.
I recognise the temper of this House and
realise -what it was when this important
question was submitted to members previ-
ously. I think it is a waste of time bring-
ing such a Bill before its.

Hon. G. Fraser: You will not agree that
progress has been made during the last year
or two?

Hon. J. If. MACFARLANE: I allow for
the alteration in the personnel of the House,
but I am nevertheless satisfied that members
will not accept that Bill. The Government
intend to submit a measure dealing with
trade descriptions and false advertisements,
both of which have been very objectionable
to the community for years past. I con-
gratulate the Government upon their deter-
inination to submit legislation along those
lines in an endeavour to introduce more
healthy conditions, such as obtain elsewhere
under similar legislation. I hope Western
Australia will be successful in the effort. In
South Australia a similar Act has been oil
the statute-book for some time, but it has
been found there that the legislation has
not proved to be of benefit to the community
to the extent anticipated, because those en-
gaged in other States have made use of
the post office and other avenues to carry
on practically the same business in South
Australia as if no legislation were in opera-

tion there. I mention that point so that the
Chief Secretary may look into the matter
to ascertain if our leg-islation can be made
watertight in that respect. Miy attention has
been drawn to the sugestion that the Min-
ister for Agriculture is undertaking to de-
velop the control of the chick sexing in the
poultry i ndustry. It mia*v seem somewhat
absurd for me to be speaking on a
question of this sort, because it may,
not be regarded as of value to the
State. But I cani assure members
it is of very great value to the Stnte
and it is Just a question whether this chick
sexingI if carried out to the fullest extent,
would not react in Some meIasure against
the best interests of the State, because the
poultry industry is very valuable to the
State, and it is mostly through the males or
cockerels that the trade is maintained. If
chick sexing is going to be successful,
then, of course, the cockerels will not be as
plentiful as they ought to be, and so we
shall lose a valuable section of the industry.
I may say that 75 per cent, of the poultry
trade is of the cockerel class.

Hon. L. Craig: But it is not a payable
section.

Hon. J. MW. MACFARLANE: Yes, it is,
if handled properly.

Ron. L. Craig,: Then why do the owners
screw the birds' necks niow?

Ron. J. Al. MACFAR LANE: The persons
who screw the necks of the cockerels nine
chiefly egg-producers. It will reflect itself
this way: If they sell these day-old chicks.
properly sexed, the cockerels will not lie
there to be raised outside. The people wipe
kill the cockerels go, in mostly' for egg pro-
duction, where the cockerels are of nil use
Then we shall have to re-enact the Mfetro-
politan Whole Milk Act. I am looking for-
ward to this because of the recognition of
the fact that the distributing side of the in-
dustry must have some representation on
the board. I am satisfied that the board
will never function satisfactorily unless
those people have representation on the
board. When such a representative is giveni
a seat on the board, the consumers' side will
be protected and there will be a great inn-
provemient in the industry' . There are stilt
many points about which a representative of
the distributing side would be able to render
the board good advice. During last year the
board, under the amendments which this
House passed, made themselves much
more active with regard to the cream distri-
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bution. One of the difficulties that ]lave arisen I say that for the Commissioner of Rail-
is this: Cream~ is not like milk; it will hold
in satisfactory condition for a few
days, and is sold in a way totally
different from the way in which milk
is sold. But the board in its wisdom
decreed that when anyone is dealing in
cream in the various districts of the metro-
politan area, he must take out a license for
each district. Since there are 12 or 14 dis-
tricts in the metropolitan area, one canl
understand that the cream man will have to
pay quite a fair amount in license fees,
which of course wvilI not be a help to the
cream trade. It is also decreed that the
mai. trading iii cream will hlave to pay to
the producer the fresh-milk rate for the mnilk
which hie proposes to turn into table cream.
This2., of course, is very good for the
creami trade in the Eastern States, for in
those circumstances we are not able to
compete here with the cream that comes
,1%er from the Eastern States. So the action
of the board is reacting against the inten-
tion of the board to increase the turnover
in) cream. Recently I saw two small tins of
cream sold for 61/2d. the two; and shortly
afterwards another storekeeper went one
better by selling four tins for is. The fresh-
cream trade has noe chance of competing on
that basis. So the board, in an attempt to
advance the interests of the producers, has
definitely placed them at a disadvantage and
handed over this cr-eamn trade to the Eastern
States. Cream, as members know, when steri-
lized will hold onl the shelf for an indefinite
period. What is wanted is a practical man
on the board, in order to give the 'board
some advice about tixese matters.

The Chief Secretary: But they must have
all this technical informationi.

Hon. J. MW. MACFARLANE: They arc
acquiring technical knowledge.

Hoji. L. Craig: The cream trade is im-i
provin~g.

Hon. J. At. MACFARLANE: No, it is
dropping off. Now I should like to corn-
pliment Mr. Bolton upon his very exhaus-
tive and well -thought-out speech, and the
way with which he dealt with the proposed
trolley buses at Claremont. He deserves
every credit for his views on that subject,
and even if he be ehallenged as one inter-
ested in the question, I say he is fully justi-
fled in his remarks. A member shoald speak
his views even if he be interested in the in-
dustry tinder discussion. However, I am
not concerned in the industry, nor have
I any shares in any transport interests. Yet

ways, or rather the Government, to
direct the manager of the tramns-
I believe that is the course the instructions
followed-to take up, that tramline and
supply a trolley bus service, is lacking inl
business principle to anl unparalililed extent.

Hon. G. W". Miles: Surely the Govern-
mlent will ]lot allow tile Commissioner of
Railways to dictate to then,?

Hon. J. MW. 'MACFAR LANE: The point
remains that, when a new service is pro-
posed, the first reason for it is that it will
adequately serve a sufflicitly large number
of persons. But all the persons inl that
areca are already adequately served, or would
lie, by the Government merely exteniding the
powers of the working buses and taxis run-
ning over the route. A large part of that
trafic, all that section, from thle police sta-
tion to Bay View-ten-ace, is p~articuilarly well
served now%, and could easily he extended
wvithout a1 penny of cost to the flovernment.
All that the Government have to do is to
remove the obstacles in the way. I ami quite
sure that the people concerned will be well
satisfied with the frequent anld fast service
offered them by the buses and taxis. Only
the other morning I wvent downi to the mail
boat to meet a uan. Going along Stirling-
Highway I saw groups of Plell waiting by
the roadside for thc trains, just as we read
about them in, the Press, On thle
rise by the Stirling Hotel there were three
tramears,' the leading one being full of
people, while the other ears carried practic-
ally nto passengers; and all three "-crc held
lip by waiting for a train to come on to
the loop on its way to Claremont. The train
is a very muIch slower means of transport
than is the bus or the taxi. Therefore I voice
my opposition to the carry' ing out of this pro-
ject of pulling up a tramlway with a view
to replacing- it with trolley buses at a cost
of £8,4,000. And this notwithstanding the
very excellent bus and taxi service already
on the route. I -agree that that £84,000
should not be spent for that pur-
pose; because ain even better service
canl be given to the peole without any
Government expenditure at all, and then
the £E84,000 canl be used to much bletter
advantage. I suggest that it should be used
for the suppression of leprosy in the North-
West, to which Mr. Holmes referred, and so
do all that is required to enlarge the
leprosarium as to make it capable of re-
ceiving every leper in the North. Then the
spread of the disease antongst the aborigines
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and the coloured rates of the 'North could be
definitely dealt with. However, if the
chassis of the trolley buses are already
ordered. I suggest that they be used, not on
the Claremnont route, but on some other route
where they are sorely required. For in-
stance, there i., a route in my own province .
the extension of Walcott-street down the
NKorth-West. end. There we have a big- area
of! about three-quarters of at mile where
many beautiful. houses hare already been
built, and others are being built, yet there
is no transport service of any kind for the
convenience of the householders, I feel sure
the Chief S4ecretary will tell his colleaguies
that if the Government want something to (10
with the chiassis to which they are canm-
inutted, there are other places requiring such
,services and where they could be put to good
use. The Maoin Roads Board. are rnak-ingo a
wonderful job of Stirling Highway. When
completed it will perhaps be one of the
finest thorough fares in Australia, for its
length. 1 wvish, however, to protest against
the disfigulrement by the posts and overhead
--ear used for the tranis. If one goes along
the LeedervillL-road past Mr. Bolton's fac-
tory, where trolley bnses are running, one
can come to no other conclusion than that the
whole thin& is a. ranip to benefit the State
.Sawmills. Along Stirling Higbway it
is proposed not to leave a few Poles up, but
to erect a perfect forest of poles, and thus
disfigfure the whole thoroughifare. Thle sanme
thing will apply to the Leederrille route. I
did not realise until recently how disfiguring-
the overhead gear really is. Havingr had to
make frequent visits to the St. John of God
Hospital I was able to examine some of the
overhead network. One would assume it was
intended to prevent the swallows from com-
ing down onl to the street or that its oval
hmesh was oval enough to keep rabbits
out of Mfr. Bolton's property. This over-
head gear is far more unsightly than an
ordinary raqbbit-netting fence. There is a
bulky. ug-ly look about it, and it constitutes
a menace to the safety of the public. I
protest against this work being carried on,
and I trust that with the support of the
House the Government will be induced to
reconsider their decision. There is another
injustice that should arouse indiga'ntion in
the breasts of nearly every memiber of the
House and every member of the community.
What is it intended to do with the trolley
bus extensions? Is it proposed to take them
lip to the! police station at the top of the hill

where Claremont junctions with Cottesloe?
I understand also that the trolley buses
willI runi along King's LPaik-road into
St. Gleorge's-terrace. I would point out
that the charabauces have built ipl the
whole Of that busineCss, and have done
so under very dillicult conditions. -Whuat
(1o the Government propose to do with the
Owners of the buses that have pioneered
this route? It will be a grave injustice to
those people if they are displaced by the
trolley bus service. Surely the Government
nave in mind sonic equitable treatment of
those peop~le.

Hion. A. Thioison: The trolley buses will
drive them away.

Hon. J. X. MACFARLANE: I should
like an assurance from the Chief Secretory
that equity will be meted out to those who
have established that farm of transport. I
would point out that through the Federal
petrol tax the bus owners have provided a
large sum of money for road construction onl
this route during the years they have been
running. These people have also been al-
lowed to build up large fleets of buses with
which to carry passengers between Perth and
Fremntle.

Hon. G. IV. 'Miles: The employees must
also be taken into consideration.

Hon. J. X. MUACFAR LANE: Tile busi-
ness cannot be looked at favourably from
anly point of view.

Hon. A. Thomson: If the Government
treat the bus owners as they have treated
motorists in the country, they will simply
shut Up~ their concerns without any canm-
pensat ion.

Hon. J1. It. 11ACFAILANE: That is
so important that it should come specially
before Parlianient, and members should as-
certain whether the Government are right
Or wrong- in their action. M~ost people think
that the proposals of the Government are
onl a par with some other things that have
happened in the last few years.

Hon. G. W. 'Miles: Dictators! Parliament
hafs no say.

Ron. J. M. M1ACFARLANE: Generally
speaking, the Speech gives some assurance of
recovery, especially' in most primary lines.
That is supported by production generally,
and by the income figures quoted in the lnst
quarterly Statistical Abstract. As Mr. Bol-
ton has said, we are not out of the wood
yet. There is a drought in the North-West
and the niiddle North, and according to the
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latest reports, our wheat areas are also suf-
feting badly. I can hardly express myself
concerning the gravity of the position for
those concerned in the North-West. In that
part of the country we have many fine Wvest-
ern Australians who are pioneering and
developing it, although cut off from thle com-
forts of the city. They have suffered many
hardships, and during the last two or three
years have been stricken wvith drought. Not-
withstanding all these disabilities, they have
hardly complained once about their position.
The two speeches which impressed ine most
on the Ad dress-i n-reply were those of Mr.
Angelo anti Mr. Holmes. The formner dealt
with the piracy of the -white whalers and the
Asiatic people who are encroaching on our
rights and privileges in the North. He also
dealt with thle mnenace of invasion that is
practically staring us in the face. Mr.
Holmes dealt with the drought and leprosy
cases. He had to restrain hinmself during
his'speech lest he alarmi the community by
giving full details. He wrote a report, buit
that is not vet available. I stand four-
square with memibers representing the North.
One member said lie had no desire to tres-
pass onl the territory of others, but I must
stand behind the members for the North
to assist them to secure for that part of the
State the treatment it deserves. Our re-
sponsibilities towards it are great. We do
not wvant to be charged with neglect of that
territory, in the same way as the secessionists
have charged thie Eastern States with neglect
of Western Australia. They are our ownl
people in the 'North, who are suffering for
their attempts to develop the North. '"e
have charge of one-third of the whole of the
Comnmonweal th. it is open to invasion, and
the only safeguard we have is to people it.
Unless some definite action is taken that part
of the State will suffer still more severely,
and( sooner or later -we shall lose it. If it is
beyond our financial ability to do for the
N~orthi what should be done, we should en-
deavour to arrange, either with the Federal
Government or the British Governmient, to
assume the responsibility.

Hon. G. Fraser: You will be getting a lot
of recruits.

Hon. J. 31. M1ACFARLANE: I now turn
to the Statistical Abstract, which contains a
good deal of useful information. I wish to
stress some of these points, because many
people in my province arc badly affected,
and have not received the support which

other sections of the primary pro-
ducing community have had meted out
to them, We find that the acre-
age nder agriculture generally is better now
than it was in 1927. Despite the bad years,
we are not far behind the figures for
1934-35. In respect to areas under grass,
we have shown anl improvement fronm
128,000 acres in 1927 to 578,001)
acres to-day. There is also an1
increase in the area, of land cleared for
agriculture. The figures for fallow arc
much the same now as they were last year.
In the ease of other crops, the area cleared
is on the increase. For growing crops, the
area of 21/2 million acres is the same now
as in 1927. Despite the low prices prevail-
ing and thle drought, the area under oats
has increased to 447,000 acres. There has
been an increase in the acreage every year
since 1927.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That was necessary
for stock purposes.

Hon. J. MACFARLANE: The acreage
tinder barley has increased from 13,000
ac res to 31,000 acres. There has been an
increase every year. One hears many tales
of the bad conditions for the agricultur-
ists ' and of the claims made upon the Gov-
erment, but it is clear that things should
not be quite as bad as they alppear. These
statistics show there has been an increase,
in the production of sidelines, which has--
been very helpful.

Hon. C. 1'. Baxter: Barleyv values havet
been very low.

Hon. J. MN. M.%ACFARLAN_\E: The increase-
in acreage proves that barley growing has
been profitable.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: No.
Hon. J. M. MAACFARLANE: Grain crops-

have been affected by the drought, and the
State-wide average has fallen from 12.8
bushels to about 91/ bushels, In the case-
of oats, there has been an inierease in the
number of bushels to the acre, and the same
has occurred inl thme ease of barley. The.
yield of hay has averaged more than a
ton to the acre over the last two years.
Potatoes have increased. These sideilines
are helpful to the wheat farmer. But the
members for these districts have been mak-
ig objections to the extension of river -
reclamation and water supplies -which are a
distinct necessity and have been saying -
that they have not been properly treated-
We find that agricultural production has:
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been very good, though in recent years it
has decreased. In 1920-30 it amounted to
Over £12,000,000, while in 1934-35 it was
between £8,000,000 and £9,000,000. In the
pastoral areas production has dropped from
£C5,000,000 to £4,000,000. With regard to
wheat there is -a note in the table from
which I ami reading which indicates that
the amnount received includes £E714,'200
bonous onl wheat produced in 1931-32;
E4a6,145 in 1932-33; £630,493 in 1934; and
£:7.55,580 in 1934-35; a total of over £2 ,500,
000 paid to thle wheat farmers in bonuses.
Compare this with the position of the pas-
toralists during the past two or three -years
who have been in a very parlous position,
whose revenue has been cut to the b)one.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is supplied by
the Federal Government.

Honl. J. M1. ]NICFALILANE: But largely
because the wheat industry has been niakinw
a great noise auid has biad those behind
it who would see that they got the at-
tention they sought. I wan~t to ventilate
the condition of another set of primary
producers, manyv of whom are in the M-Net-
ropolitan-Suhurban Province, namely the
p)oultry, pig and milk producing interests,
and compare the assistance meted out to
them with that given to agriculture as re-
presented by the wheat, hay, barley and
oats farmers who have had railways built
and have been given railway freight con,-
cessions in respect of fertilisers and tile
carriage of wheat, at the expense of people
in the North-the pig, poultry and dairy
itien and goldfiel'ds settlers. TIhe freight
rates of the goldfields are so high that the
markets there have gone almost completely,
to South Australia, owing to the fact thait
they are able to deliver their goods into
Kalgoorlie at a much cheaper rate over tie
1,000 miles of Federal railways and the 200
odd miles of South Australian railwayvs at
a less rate than we canl from Fremantlle to
Kalgoorlie.

Member: The Commissioner of Railways
denies that.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAN'__E: We have
only to go on the line to see it.

lion. C. F. Baxter: The goldfields people
prefer South Australian products to ours for
some reason or other.

R~on. J. 1I. MACPARL-ANE: The wheat-
growers have enjoyed favourable conditions
at the expense of the people I have men-
tioned, particularly settlers; on the goldfields

who have had to pay higher freight rates to
enalble the railways to pay. For 12 years
wheat farmers, averaged s. Gd. per bushed,
reaching as high as 9s. I have ever- sym-
pathy with them in their experienee since
1931, but surely they canl be expected to
appreciate all thlat hlas been done for them
in comparison with other primary producers
of the State wh-lo hav-e made frugality see
them through, producers who, like those of
my Province, have b~een always affected by
the increased price of wheat, bounty fed by
State and Federal 0Governments.

3lember : The wvheatg-rower has not had the
expense of Produintg wvheat for six (or seven
years.

Ir011. J. M. MACFAUL-ANE: I agree.
Are we not bolstering upl that industry to
an extent which is be yond reason? If there
is no disturbance in Europe there will he
the same amount of wheat produced and the
.amfe unprofitable conditions. It does not
seem reasonable that railways should be ex-
tended and the noroduetion of wheat in-
ecased.

Hons. C. B3. Wood. Do youl suggest that
we should withdrawv the settlers front the
north-eastern wtheat belt?

Hon. J. 31. MEACFARfLANE: I did not
make that suggestion.

H-on. Co. B. Wood: Youa will have to do
one thing or the other.

Hon. J. A1L MACFARLANE: With fur-
ther reference to thne Milk Board. In "The
Australian Milk and Dairy Products Jour-
nal" there are some

antd there" in which,
is set out the position
that the English Milk
dlared pool prices for

Region.

Northern
North-Weste rn
Eastern..
East AticlTanrl
Ivest Midland
North Wales
South WVales
Southern
Mid Western
Far Western
.South Eastern

M1ilk Notes from here
amonggst other things,
in England. It shows
Marketing Board de-
Mar as follows:-

Regional pool1 prIices
per gallon on

aeccount to nearest
farthing.

d.

- - .. 8

9

Under time heading of "Problems, of Qaan-
tity" occurs the followin:-

At the annual meeting of the English Board
the chairman, inl reviewing the second complete
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year of the scheme, said thnt there had been an
increase of 781/A million gallons in the volume
of milk sold, and an increase of 4,106 in the
number of contracts in operation. This ten-
dency towards increasing supplies was a serious
matter, and caused to some extent by the fact
that stock-raising and cattle-feeding areas were
turning over to dairy farming. This would
create a real problem in efforts to hold the
balance of agriculture in Great Britain and
accumulative shortage in supplies of store
cattle and dairy cows could lie foreseen within
a few years. Unless store cattle and beef pro-
ducers could be encouraged] to develop their
own industries uinder a long-term Government
policy, the milk-marketing scheme could not
carry the burden of depression in British farmr-
iog and continue to pay remunerative prices.

IVhat applies to Great Britain applies to
Wecstern Austr-alia because the placing of
milk production on a highly profitable basis
by the board would have its reper-
ecussions; in overuapply and the poswition
here would be the same as in England.
Another mnatter is that of rural relief. Here
again is an instance of unequal application,
for while it is affording relief to the agri-
culturist, and rightly so, where it is neces-
sary to hold a competent farmer who has
met with adverse conditions on his property.
it is doing great injury to another rural
worker in the form of the country store-
keeper. The storekeeper has to accept 124.
to -4s. in the pound for goods supplied which
hare actually enabled the favoured settler
to remain onl his holdingf for the years he
has been there. Having established this
form of compulsory repudiation, we find
that thie next suggestion is to apply the
same conditions to secured accounts. A
member of this Chamber headed a deputa-
tion to the Minister to putt it into effect, and
the secretai'v of the oairy section of the
Primary Producers Asszociation wrote to the
Minister to fix thle interest on Government
accounts with settlers at a, figure below that
at which the Gbo-ermnent c-an borrow. These
are facts. I invite comparison between the
position of the producers in the North and
those in the Metropolitan- Suburban Pro-
vince. Recently two trag-edies took place in
one day among hard-working families en-
gaged in egg production, and I have been
assured that the increase inl their costs was
due to the higher price of wheat. There
Wras rio chance of the famnilies making ends
meet. I merely mention this to complete
the comparison, and, if possible, secure some
publicity and assistance for those to whom
I have referred as; having to carry on with-
ouit obtaining- that support they should have

after presenting their ease to the Minister
and the public.

H-on. G. B. Wood: Tire price of eggs
needs to improve to make up for it.

Li-on. J. M, MACFARLANE: Some of
the conditions under which poultry raisers
are working are better than before. London
has been takin g large quantities of eggs, and
this hans enabled a better price to be paid
during die glut season, but owing to costs
and other conditions such as the prices of
wheat and offal, the industry 'has been ren-
dered quite unprofitable and producers have
been left in a very sad plight. So far they
have received no assistance of any value that
would, gve them encouragement for the
future. Asa final word, I wish to refer once
more to the North-West. I regret to note
that a new State vessel is about to be built.
As one who is opiposed to State enterprise,
I strongly object to the Government build-
ing a new vessel, because their action is
wrong in principle. I am satisfied that a
subsidised service could bring immediate re-
lief, whereas it will be necessary to wait 12
months before the new State boat can be
Jrut on the coast. Certainly an adequate ser-
vice is required in order to -retain the popu-
lation in the North-West. It has often been
said that the population of the North is
diminishing, and the lack of a frequent and
adequate service of wvell-found ships must
contribute to this condition. I note that the
returns of electoral enrolments for this
Chamber show a loss of 69 electors in the
North Province between 1934 and 1936.
That is a very serious loss.

Hlon. U B. Bolton: There cannot he mtany
lef t.

Hon. J. M. MACFARtLANE: Stich a loss
in the number of valued citiens, such as
electors of this House represent, is very sig-
nificant, and we should all be prepared to
assist the nmemubers for the North in any pro-
position they have to offer for the benefit of
that area, which is a very great responsi-
bilitv of the State. I support the motion.

On mnotion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

BILL-WOOL (DRAFT ALLOWANCE
PROHIBITION).

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

floss adjournzed at 9.34 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took I-he Chair at 4.30
pyur., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Presentation.

11-r. SPEAKER: I wish to announce that,'
with thre member for Kalgoorlie, Mr.
Styants, I attended upon His Excellency
the Lieut.-Governor and presented the
Address-i n-reply to His Excellency's Speech.
His Excellency replied in the following
terms:-

[ thank you for your expressions of loyalty
to His Most Gracious Majesty the King and
for your Address- in-reply to tire Speech with
which I opened Parliament. (Sgd.) James

MiemiLieu tenant-Governior.

MOTION-URGENCY.

Grasshopper 31enace.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing letter fromt the member for Mft
Marshall (Mr. Warner)-

T desire to inform you that it is mny inten-
tion at the sitting of the House to-day to move,
trader Standing Order 47A, ''That the House
do now adjourn'' to call attention to tire in.
adequate measures being taken by the Govern-
DIent to Cope with the grasshopper menace, par-
ticularly in the north-eastern. wheat belt.

It will be ntecessary for seven members to
rise in their Iplaces to support the proposal.

Seven mnembers having risen in their
places,

MR. WARNHER (Mt. Mfarsball) [4.36]: I
realise the seriousness of the step I ami
taking in moving the adjournment of the
House to discuss this matter, but I will
endeavour to explain mny action clearly,
Without detaining the House unnecessarily,
but at the same time showing that I am

justified in the course that I have adopted
in calling attention to the grasshopper
menace. It is not only in the north-eastern
wheat belt where the grasshopper plague is
taking its toll, hut I shall content myself
with dealing -with the inadequate measures
being- taken by the Government in the M-t.
Marshall electorate, leaving the members of
other districts to voice their views as to
satisfaction or otherwise concerning their
districts. The grasshopper plague is a far
g~reater danger. than the public in general
are aware of, and a greater menace than the
Government are prepared to admnit. I desire
to acquaint members with facts to prove
that the measures being, taken to deal with
the pest will prove a hopeless failure, and
also that the peculiar attitude of the Gov-
ernment is tantamount to telling the farmers
to deal with this national menace, though it
is beyond their capabilities to do so. I am
not inclined, nor (d0 I desire, to be offensive
in any of my remarks, but I do intend to let
the House know the manner in which the
Government are being criticised by the
farmers for sheer neglect in dealing with a
matter that may mean a loss of millions of
pounds to our State, which loss could be
avoided if proper methods Were aaopted.
There is no excuse whatever for the Ministers
concerned to say that they are niot in
possession of the facts. I have before inc a
file containing- copies of inward and outward
correspondence dealing with the matter over
a period of a year. This iuattcr has been
taken uip niot only by mc but also by the
mnember for Avon (Mr. Boyle), the member
for Yilgarn-Coolga rdie (Mr. [janibert) and
also the mnembers for East Province, Messrs.
Baxter, Hainerslcy and Wood. There are
numerous letters and copies of resolutions
passed by various bodies such as road
hoards, agricultural societies, branches of
the Primary Producers' Association and1 the
Wheatrowers' Union, aind the executives of
the two last-named bodies. The correspond-
emice before are and that which has p~assed
through the hands of Ministers, plus the
.various Press items, prove tint the Govern-
merit nre well aware of the position, and yet
they treat the matter with such smnall con-
cern that the 'Minister for Agriculture has
been left with the paltry sum of, I believe,
£2,000 to deal with the pest this year. Had
the amount been in the vicinity of £C20,000,
it would not have been too much to expend
in the endeavour to cope with the menace.
The grasshopper pest might mean the
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